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Cumber-ground ,\ .Take-fthe 
heed of the Ax3 Barrenſto i 
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Firg. Fort 
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The barren Fig tree. 
: tree, and find none \ cut © 
it down, why cumbreth 
tt theground. And he 
anſwering, ſaid, +Lord, 
let it alone this year al. ſa 
fo, until 1 ſhall lig-4- 2 
"bout it, "and duns. tt; 
And US it bear Fruit, t] 
well And if not, then | | 
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_ their God,;- 


| avoid the firoke 


The barren Fig-tree. 
Malice againſt the Fewiſh 
Nation;but alſs acamſtthew 
Worſhip, and confequently, 
An a&on, I 
ſy, :not only Heatheuiſh, 
but prodigious alſo ; for- the 
Lord Fefwus paraphraſing up= 
on this Fact of his, teacheth 
the Fews,: that wichourt Re= 
pentance, they ſhould all lifizs 
wiſe perrſh, Ljkewiſe,- bat 
1s, by the hand and rage of 
the Rowan Empire : N- ther 
ſhould they be more able to 
than were 
thoſe e:rghreen npdu whom the 
Tower of Siloam fell, and'flew 
them : the fulfilling of which 
Prophecy, ſor theix hardneſs Lzke: P 
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was -m the days of  Trtud. * 
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theſe Fews, and their City 
 -both, environed 10und on 
every {ide,wherein doch they 
- and if tO amazement, Were 
miſerably overthrown. God 
gave them Sword, and. Fa- 
mine, Peſtilence, and Blood, 
- for their outrage againſt the 
Son of his..Love : So wrath 


came ou them tothe uttermoſt.. 
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they alwaies bad-in readineſs 


againſt ſuch Prophecies and. 


Denunciations of. Judgment, 
the Lord Feſus preſents chem 
with this Parable, in which 
be empha'ically ſhews them, 
that'zcheir- cry. of being the 
. Tomple of the Lord, and of 
their beg che Children 'of 
Abrabam 8c; | and their 


being the Church of 'God, . 
wood not fland them 'in_ 
my 
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_ any ſtead, As who ſhould 


ſay, Ir may be you think to 
help your ſelves againſt this: 
my Prophecy, of your utter 
and anavoidable overthrow, 


| by- the. intereſt which you 


have in your outward Privi- 


ledges; But all theſe will fail © 
Jos ; for what think-you, 4- 


Certain man had a Fg-tree 


planted--11 byus Vineyards and' 


he. came «1d ſought fruit 
thereon, and found none. This: 
35 your caſe, The Fewiſh Land 
1s Gods Vineyard, 


behold,+ there wanteth the: 
main thing fruit, for the'fake 


and in-expeRtarion of which; _ 
| he fer this Vineyard witlr 
- trees, ' Now, ſeing the fras: 
i; not found amongſt.yous | 
the fruit, I ſay, for the ſake 
8. 1 _B: 3- -7"Ots. 
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of which heat fiſt did plant: 
this Vineyard 3 what re- 
mains, but that in Juſtice he 
command to cut you down, 
— 4s thoſe that cumber the 
ground, that he may plant 
himſelf another Vineyard. 


Then ſaid he ta the Dreſſer of 


his Vineyard, Behold, theſe 


three -years 1 came ſacking 
fruit on. this Fig-tree,and finds 
none; Cut it dawn,. Why une 
breth ut the ground ? This 
therefore aivll be your end, 
altheugh you are planted in 
the Garden of God, .for the 
-bartenineſs. and unfrunful- 


nefs - of your Hearts and 


Lives,. you.muft be cut off, 


yea rooted up, and caſt out. * 
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ſuch "Meraphors, FOYe, 
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(3.) A Fig-tree, harnen.-or 
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Wl {1} rerineſs, The Prifeſſors Jruit- 
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patrence of God, that E 4 
time br extenderh to barren 
Profeſſors. 


Dreſſer of the Vineyard ro 
ent it down, 1s to ſhew, the 
outeries 'of Juſtice ageinf 
I Ifa, $3. 12, fruitleſs Profeſſors. 

Mit 8. The Dreſſers -inter- 


Lord Feſus ſteps in, and takes 
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defer preſent execution a-- 
lid -” gainſt-a barren Fig-rree, 

[| | 9. The Dreſſers-defire to 
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ceding, is to ſhew, how the 


|| boldif the bead of his Father's 
i _ " 8," to ſtop, or at leaſt to . 


fryirful, is to | Thew .yony . 
Hoa .* 


. be barren, and periſh," 


. and dunging - of it, is to- 


\ when Chtfift Jeſus hath done: 


The' tarten Figitree” - - 9 || 
How unwiling be ts that ever Þ 
a-barren Fig-tree, ſhould jet. 


10, His diggivg about:ir;' 


ſhew hes willingneſs to apply 

Goſpel-helps to this barren 

Profeſſor, if happily he may . 
beiraichal;':@ 7 2 2221 bt | 
' IT. - The Suppoſition that Mat. 3,r0;] 
the Fig-tree may-yet conti-- 
nue fruitleſs, is ro ſhew, that- 


all, There are-ſome Profeſſors 
wil abide barren and -fruit= 
leſs. | | | 
2; The: Determination? 
upon: this Suppoſition, at laſt 
to cut it down, [s-a certagn * 
prediftion of -ſnch--Profeſſors * 
wnavodable and eternal Dam<--- 
nations: - 469% 2M 4 
Bur to'take' this» PH able - 
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The barren Fig: treec: 


more particularly,” though 


with all 5revitz, upon mira: 


Parts ts thereof, 


- certar 1944 bad A Fie. Bag 


' Ment ed in bis Vi wears: 


- The Man, Ltold. you; 5. 
to preſent us with God: the: 
Father, by which S1imilutude 
He 1s often . ſet. ont 1n the: 
NAew-T eſtament. | 

- Obſerve theh, That it is 
no new:ithing,. "if you find. 
in God's. Church, ' barren: 
Fig- trees, fruitleſs Profeſſors. 
even. as. here! you. ſee is 2. 
2x40, a fruitleſs tree, afrun- 
leſs Fig-tree in the Vineyards 
Frait 15- yot;ſo eafly.brought 


forths 45.2 Ptalefſion 15 Lot: 
znto *Os cafie for a manta . 
. doath.* himſelb with a fair 

hw Itt; the: ſh, to word 


4 : Its., 
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@ht vitren#ig.tre x || 
164K fay,bethoawarned: 
and flted: with: the(pe(t.-!Ty8-* 
nohard :thing.to do;! theſe | 
witly othey things «pat to bi 
feanfal, m0 bring forth fruit 
ro God, 'this:doth-:not every 
tree; Nonnot every fig tree, 
thar ſtands in the Vine. yard 
of Ged, Them words allo, 
[ Every bwanch -1n me. that | 
brareth not fruit, he taketh a« Y 
way, Þ aſfert theſame thing... — F 
There'are branches mChrif;. 3 
m\ Chriſt's: Body 'myſbca],. 1 
(whichis his: Church, his: 
Virzayard): that beareth not: * 
fun; Totarefort the hand of- 
God-ixrocake chemiamays #* 
looked: for Grapes, oe! ” 2Y 
browghr: farvh” wW;kdsi 87 p87, Iſa, 5:43 - 
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eay"35, 1661 fruit-a6 all thay, - cf > on 
ou M able: rerFuroag __—_ 
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All theſe, witthrmany.:morey; 


ſhew ns the truth:of che Obs: 


ſervation, and: that, God's 


Church :may- be - cumbered. 
with fruileſs Fig-trees, with - 


barren. Profeliors., | 
Hat 4 (Figeres]. 
"Alkhough there bein God's 


Church that be. barren;and' 

fruitleſs; yet, as I ſaid, to ſee, 
$0.31. appearance, they. are 
: like thereſt of the; trees, even 
a Fig-tree: Twas not an, oak, 
Hor a willow, nor a thors, nop. 
a: bramble,; bur..a Pro eres. 
They. come before thee as the © 


people cometh 3, they delight 


to kyow wy ways; 45 4 nation | 


that did righteouſneſs, and: 
 faſmb not. the Ordinances. of. 


no hrouſelf, none to' Gods: 
|: bi is- without fruit-to/ Gods. 


ther , 


_ their Gods they ak; of ome the 


 Apofite, a Preacher, anOffi= 


89 forth, when. the Midozght - 
"Pu : 


| "uf ; . oy of 


The'borren-Figetrox; \ 2s || 


ardinances of Fuſftice, they take _ 
delight 14 approathingto God; 
Afd ;yet.: but -barrenr from 
leſs; and; unprofficaþle: Prb= - 
fellors, ;F44as allo. was:.one 

of the ewelve,'a Deſerple, att 


£r,., yas; and:ſugh an ome -— <*<-f 
allq,. a%none; of, the eleven .; 1.17 
miſtruſted; but preferred be «.5:c2- 
fore .themſelves;- 'gacht one : 
crywng.0ut T2146: J 2:6 it-J 2Mar.14.19] 
none; of 'thtm,' as:we,zead |} 
of, - miſtruſting -Tordaty: uit; JoÞ-6-70, 

| 
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barren Fig-tree, .a:Iewh-4q- 


truicleſs Profeſſor, The fool. | 
ily Yargins allo-went forth 
of the world with che other, 


had Lamps,' and Light;{nd 


others; yea had-boldneſs 0 
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l. | 
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|| [Mat.7: 


| 22, 23. 
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ery was. made with the dtheis - 


_ anqrhonghtthar they: could 
bave Jooked?' Chriſt: in rh& 


fate; when he fat upoh [hd 


Ehrdndof iJudgmenr, : with- 
_ theathey ; and yeÞ but fobtiſh; 
bur. bapren Fio-trees,2it but 
fraWleſs Profefiors * Many 
ki @hrifty "will ſax write 8 
1hu Ady;' this and that, 
and wit atfo alle of chin 
vonderfal works:s' yet, ves. 
-2: hold; 6 finds\ aothing ie. 
them,” but the' fries of uns 
aa) 607 hue th they wete al2- 


coferser bargen ind feaitles 
Profiefibtss. . IVOt- 717 VOY 
»fool »G Toft oton Jet x Ley: 


U _ #Fipire ſplaned} 


+31? 0 Df £131 


bFhizdgichd (planediiiot: te 
4a rebelyfas- 4 Te:{appoſertt «1 
_ 6tieciakeyoutpf ins: marvel. 
my '0þ rethovedvTabns che | 
Phe Ml 


5 | place 1c grew. 1 once. $4; one- 


ſin, to Godlineſs. 


Fi [1 ſhew of- Repeut vet and Re 


The barren” Fig-tree? 


that, ſeemed, to be: called, as 
wakened : and not- only ſog. 

but by frong! hand catried! 
fromthe world,to-the.Churchs 

from nature, to-Grage ; from 

. TbomPal.go. 8 
broughteſt « Vine out: df : Bot- 
gypt; they, -didf caſt qut.ithie- 
heathen and plant ut, Of-lome 
of the Branches of this one; 
were- there. unſeuirlyd 'Pro- | 
telloss.-i'5-..- 

It muſt be- aindeded 
therefore, : Thar”, this xaPra« 
{eflor (that remainerh: BOW * 
withſtanding: frail) rk 
ta-the view and juiderent of 
the Church, rightly broughe. 


1n chicher 3 t0:wity, by Cons 
teflion. of Faiths, of Sin, ugad 


- | generation, (thus falle. Bus 


1 thren creep 1n unawares. ) 
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7 The patfen Fig- tree.” 


All theſe things this 'word, 
Planted; - 1Htirmaterh-' | yea- 


 farchiee; that the Church is” 


ſatisfied wich chem, - conſents 
they ſhould abide intthe'gars | 
denz\ and* eounteth them. 


. found as the :reft. © Bur be-: 


fore God; *m the Goht.'of 
God; /they- are eracele(s Pto- - 
fellors,” barren and frunlefs 
Plgetrees. + 

- Therefore it isone thing; , 


. to be IN the Church, or in 


+Profeffion 5 and Ghocher to 
be OF : the Church,-8& to be- 


long to that Kingdom, that 


4 epared for the Saint,thac 
indeed. .. Otherwiſe, be- 
mg planted, : hall: Ty proſper, 

al- it not utterly © wither 
whon .the Eaſt. wind touchetb 
i 7-Ir 
Forrows whore ut grew. 
EA Gs Had: 


bs 


ſhall wither in the} 


Tho barren mFig free. - 


- 4 


'eA. Had | a Ei -tree Planted mm 
is” | [his] Vineyard... | 
nts- 


Is [hs] Vineyatd. Lab, 2h 


ar-} crites, with rotten bearrs, are 
emf not afraid to''come before - 
De="' God in $709, Theſe words 
of } therefore fuggeſt unto us, & - 
fo- | prodigious, kind-vf boldneſs _ 
eff | and hardened Fearlefineſs 3 
. . | For what: prefumption highs 
Ing. er,- and «what attempt” more . 
im” dfperate, than .for a man. 
770 J-that, wanteth Grace, and the: 
de- } exue Knowledg of God, 'to 
hat'Þ croud *himſelf* (in that con- 
hat dition) into the Houſe,” or 
ve- | Church of God ; or to make 
per, profeſſion of, and deſire that 
bers || the name of God ſhould be. 
beth let u on him? 
the} © For he man that maketh 


a Profeſſion. of. the Religion 
of Felus "Chriſt, that man 
| hath. 


-_ 


ne y 

, 

, 423 
IX | 


YI 


Hl ® _ The barren Fig-tiew- | 
[| Das. 9.79: hath, as it were, par the name || 1% 
chap. 36, If Grd upon" bimjelf, ans | [a 
"29, 21,22. Called ahd reckoned now, for 
"* & 2.29, (how fruiclels. foever before || 29! 
hath todo. with God, the-[ vi 
will ſtand for., This man, I: Þ '©1 
fay, by his: Profefſion ſug. | 
efteth-rhis, to all that know: 
fi, to be Gogh a Profeſſor, | th 
Men mgerly.natural,F mean, . the 
 menthat havehot got the.dee | 3 
ll wiſh art of Hypocrife, are | 72! 
!.11 8 afratd t9 think of doing thus, elc 
Wl] AR: 5.13; And of rhe. 4f. dnrſk ma mans | 5 
fil. mig 8 :.  LLUTIET ID), 5- 
_ Jay hwmſelf to then, bur the. 
{1I4F8 people mas vified them, And 
—_ We ced-1t, diſfpleaſeth: God, 


of T : 
d - 


-—— 


it 5 bave brought, (aith he, 

| 1Gr.12. em arcircumerſed into way | bt 
Saultuary.: And again, Vben'' Wi 
3ou come; tor appear before uprs | Or 


- nba bath requirgd 12h# « 
it) 21 | , | Jour: 


be 3 
k 


me 
SS 

F 18. 

Wy: 

Ore. 


hat. 


a 


1,T: 


>"; ISVs 


- The barren Fig: tree« 


yar hand;totread my Conrts? 


ſaith Ged, They have there-J®Þ*7+ &+ » | 
tore learnt this boldneſs of , . 


none in- the, viſible, world; 


they. only took it off, the, De+;Mat. 13 = 
wilz for he, and he only.25-3%. 
(wich thele his Diſciples) at- 


tempt to - preſenc - themſelves. 


inthe Chuzds before Git © 


} that 15, the: Fi ygocritca that 


are Sataus breed, the gents. 
ration of Vipers,' that cannot 
eſcape | the Damnation-:; of 
Hellc: NY DYSON 
[Rad] a Fig-tree plane 

' tedin bus Vineard, .- 

- He doth not fay, He 
planted a Fig-tree, butthere 
bageFig-tree there he had;. 


_-_ 


vw þ 


j or found, a Fig-tree platiced 


ns Is. Vine-yards 
> The 


The barren Ffg-tree:* 
'* The great God will »or 
 acknowledg the: barren Fig- th 
-.- tree, or barren Profeſſor to. | 4 
1148 be his workmanſhip'z ora. fa 
[Mt © tree of b;y bringing in ; only: Þ* <4 
[| \ . - the Text faith, He hay one | ” 
VOIVE there, This is much like | 
LHR Mat. 15,1; thatin Matthew,Every plant | & 
Lol! which my Heavenly Father th 
' hath not planted, ſhall be | 
rooted* up. Here again are K 
Plants in his vineyard,which 
God will hot acknowledg to NI 
be. of his- planting: and he th 
ſeems to ſuggeſt, that in his | 
Vineyard there are man 
ſuch —— Every. plavt, or all | ef 
thoſe Plants, or Profeflors || - © 
that are got into the Aſſembly 
Id! of the Saints,. or into the 
WH Profefſion of their Religionz. ol 
without God and his Grace, Þ| <* 
be rooted np. > 
as when the King cams | 


IX8.-- 


wy. \ 
we 


cameſi 
Father did not bring thee hj- 
\ ther, I did not bring thee. 


4 Wedding: garment , ard be 
ſaid unto. him, Friend, how 


* cameſt thou in hither not bav= 
mg on 4 Wedding-garment ?. 


Here is one fo cunning and 
crafcy, that he beguiled all 


the Gueſts ; he got and kept 
in the- Church,even until tbe 


King himſelf came in to. ſee 
the Gueſts;bar his ſubrilcy got 


"him nothing, Ic did not blind 


the eyes of the King z it. did 


not pervert the judgment of the 


Righteous. Friend, bow cam- 
eſt thou.1n hither ? did over- 


, take him at laſt 3; eyen a pus. 


blick rejeRtion : che King 
diſcovered him in the face 
of all there preſenc, How 
thou in buber ? My 


lhucher, 


The barren Fig-tree, 5] 
3n to ſee the Gueſts, be ſaw 2; | 
there a man that had not on 11,12, | 
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\\þ | [ "i - Tho bircen 'Nig trop 


” fob: :YOI 


"Thief and a Robber, 
Text alſo is full, and plain 


"Silkby,- 'My Spiric" did' not 


- tiring thee frker thoa' art. 


Mot of che Heavenly Father's 
= bow camnſt how? in 
ber 8 
"He that tomith not in by 
148; Door, but climbeth "p 
ſemn other tay, the ſame # a 
This 


To our purpoſe; for this man 


.came wt m by the door, yet Þ 
gorinto the Church, he 02 & 


1n by chabing he broke in 
at the windows, he got ſome» 


Thing ot the light and glory 


of 'the Goſpel of our Lord 
IM Chrift in his head; and 


o\tardy wretch tharhe was) If 


he. preſumed to_croud him- 
_ Telf amoug thechildren, Bur 


"*how: is this reſented? what 
:faithrhe King of him? Why Þ 


- this: 1s his fign, The ſame ts 


4; 


« 
* .- 


FP a 
k 


#4 Thief and a Robber, Sc ye 


"The barren Fig: tree. 


hereallo,. if al they. be own». 
ed as the planting! of, God, 
that get inro bis Church, or 
Profellin of . his Name, ._ - 
Had 8 6 NE trees had: one 
without aW. /edding-garment, 
had a thief 1 inhis garden, -at 


-his wedding; - in; his houſe. 


Thekeclimbed-up ſome other 
Way. | There-are many waies 
10 g<t. into- the Chutch of 


God, and Profeſſion | of his 


Name, beſides, and without 

an cntring by the door, - 

+. 1s Thete 15 /rhe- way. of 

long and diſembling, and at” 

»this F4p: the* Gubeontes got * Joſli.g, 
in... 2. There: is ſometimes 3:41 5;6>7, 
Talincſs.amongſt ſome Paſtors, **9-.". 1 
ticher for the ſake of carnal 


FRKelarions, or-the like; at 
y \thrs bole, Tobich the enemy 
* of God got ins 3- Theres #5: * - 


Netwerg. 


s 


[09-324 The barren Fig-tree, 
111 8 ſometimes negligence, and toy 
much -uncircumipectrels 1n 
the whole Church, thus the 
| * Eze. 44- * uncircumcrſed - got in. 
Il 7% 4, Sometimes again, let-the 
©2 "Church be: never ſo circum. 

7 wah yet theſe have ſomuch 

elp from the Deyil;* tha 


they beguile them all, and ri 


WI  Toget in, Theſe arc of tha | 
118 {oxt of "Thieves that -Panl $ 
(|; complains of 3 filſe Brethy wi 
[lt + Gal.2. 3;brought' inf unawares, Fudi $ 
"4 . alfocriesucof theſe, ctrrain 
| | in 5 meu * cript un anawares ul 
| ones Crept in, What | were'the) ſe 
"id. fo: lowly 1 A voluntary buf 
[|| | j_ milicy, a negleing of thi wy 
 _ +Col-2. :+ body, not in any humor ea 
Whit: 23,*3- _-Oh; how ſeemingly fel x5 
I i . denying are ſome oi” thek ry 
| | | creeping things, that yer-a FY 
| lf! © 0 be heid,. (as we tha (4 
| j_ _*Lev1T. know - them) -an *:aboming hy 
Wt $4 -rionto'lſracl, - Bi 


_ 


* | The barren Fig-trew 25 © 
_ "But in a great bouſe, there 
: thi are not only veſſels of gold,and. 
of filwer, but alſo of wood, 
ani of earth, axd ſame to. ho- 
nour 4nd, ſome 15 .diſhononre 
rn By thele' words the Apoſtle 
" | ſeems to. take 'it for granted,., 7im 4; 
that as there hath been, fo 20. . 
there ſtill wi be, theſe kind 22 
of Fig-trees, theſe barren - 
Do Profeſſors, in the © houſe, 
Full hen all' men havedone what 

| they cant; Even 4614 @ preat 
byuſe, there are alwdies weſ- 
ſels to diſhomar, * as well as 

hl choſe to honour and glory 3 
J | veſſels. of wen), and of 

earch, as well as of Silver 
and Gold : So.,then. there. 
4. myſt be worden Profeflors in _ 
| the' Garden, of Gad, there 
4 muſt be e4rtby, earthen Pro. 
4 fcffors in his Vineyard'; bur 

that merhinks is The biting 
WE C* wore; 


YN 


The barren TFig-tree, 


word, aud ſome to diſhonour, 
| [If Rom. 9, That : to the Romars 15 dread- | - 
[2222 fol, bot this ſeems to go-be.. hl 

[1 yond” it ; That Ipgaks bur 
the” Reprobate 5 in general, \ 
chi of ſuch and fuch in par-, || *, 
ticular, That ſpeaks of their, | 
hardening but in thecom- || 92 
* mon” way ; But this, that, | Þ: 
they muſt be ſuffered to. creep TNe 
incothe Churth; There to || ”? 
1:78 fit themſelves for their place,. | *? 
* A 1.25 their * qwn. place, the.place || '? 

g prepared for them | of thzs 
 ſottonly.. . As the Lord Jeſus, | 
iſt ſaid. 100 of. the Phariſees, Pfu 
WF + Luke 20. T Perſe ſhall recetve T greater, - 
11 [11 8 damnation. . Ce fond | 
Barren Fig- tree, fraitleſs. A) 

Profeſſor, Haſt thou heard, 
. all theſe things ?, Haſt, thou, | 
- conlidered that this Fig-tree, ny 

; 15. not acknowledged of God }J: ** 

:t0. be x big, | but is denyed \ro , Þ I 

be | 2g) 


Tye barren Fig trees 


be of his Plancing, and of 
his* bringing'unto his Wed- 
ding? - 'Doſt not thou ſes 
Hi art called a.T hief, atid 
a Robber, that" haſt eithet 
clhmnbtd up to, Of crept in at 
another place than the door ? 
Doſt chou not hear; chat 
chere will be in God's houſe, 

worden and earthly Profeſſors, 

and that no place will ſerve 
to fir thoſe for Hell,- bur the 
Houſe,Charcb,'the Vineyard 
of God! Racren Fig-treey 


fruitleſs Chriſtian,” do not 


thine cars tingle ? 


And [He ] came and WER 
fruit thereon, 


When a man hath ot 


Profeſſion; © and is crouded 


into theChurch and Houfe 
of God » the queſtion i is nor. 


WI --x Tim. 2, 
| p :I 9, 


df Re have not the Grace. 


fruit, he came ſerking-frut 
thereon. It mactereth not 
who brought, thee in hither? 
whether God or- the. Devzl; 


| or thine. own vain- lorious 
heart ; But baſt thou frat, 


dolt thou bring forth fruit 


unto God? Ard. Jet every 
one that nameth the name of 


_ the Lord Feſus Chriſt depart 


from iniquity, He doth not 
ſay, ard let eyery one .that 


bath Grace, or lec thoſe that 
have the Spirit of-God ; but, 
- Jet every one that nameth 
the name of the. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ,depart from Iniquity, 


What do men meddle 
with Religion for' ? Why 


* do they (call themſelves by: 


the name of the Lord Jeſus, 


of 


The barren Fig-tree; * 


ow, hath he life, -hath be 
right Printiples, . but hath he 


wal 


=> Au Hg mr wm moauayg mig yu 22 Wii nw oo wii ww. oa 


> 'Þ* The barren Fig-tree, 25 
he} of God; if they have not the 
b be + Sp'rit of | Chriſt, God + Mat. 2. 
cherfove expefteth Fruzt, 152531455» \- 
nor | What do they, do in the 
her? | Vineyard ? Letthem work, 
or get them out, Tne Vine- 
yard muſt have Labourers in 
it, it: Son, Go work to day tnMat.21.28 
with mJ Vinejard. Wherefore, 
| want of Grace, aud want of 
”_ Spirit, will not kee God 
ef op ſeeking fruit ; Had be 
not | came and fought frat there- 
that | on. Ve requireth that whiclt, Lak 5.56 
that | be * ſeemeth to have; Every T4 
duc} man in the Vineyard, and 
ieth | Houſe of God, promiſerh 
ſeſus himſelf, profeſſech to others, 
| and woalt have all men take 
1dje | it or granted, thatan Hea- 
Vby | venly Principle ' is in him, 
; by | Why then ſhould not God 
ſos, | feck fruit. 
Mga, As for - them- therefore+ 
Bo A C 3. "thac.. 


. - # 


of bringing forth. ſruit to 
him: He ſaith to ſuch,awap, 
As for you, go yes ſerve eve=. 
ry one his Idols, and bere- 


after alſo, if ye will not keark-- 
en unte me, barren Frg-tree,. 


doſt thou-hear, God expe 


eth fruit, Gad calls for fruit,. 


yea God will ſhortly. come 
ſeeking fruir on this barren 


_ Eig-tree. | Barren Figetree + 
either:bear fevit 


'bear fyuit, or. go.out 
of the Vineyard, (and yet 
then thy caſe -w! 


ſpeakably damuable,) Yea let 


,me adde, if thou thalt.nei«. 
ther bear fruie, nor depart, 
God will take his name ont. of, 
. thy * mouth : He will haye - 
_ fruit. * And [ fay further, . 


if thoy wilt do.neither, yet 


The barren Fig. tree. -Þ 
That will rertin the name of 
Chriſtians, | fearing God; 
and yer'.make no cgnſcience 


[ be Une... 


- þ ". 
us Son io att co woe aud 


God : 


'z = wx << eo4£A 


_ The barren Figefree. 35s. 
" | . God 1n Juſtice and Righte-, *- 
d; | .oulneſs will tilt. come. for 


ce fruit... And; it will 'be in 

to Yain for. thee to cont this 0 - 
p, | Anfterityz He will *-reap Matt-25- 
"9 where. be hath not ſowed, and 24,2 5,200 


A gather. where. be. hath not 
k-. | ſtrewed, {1Barren. Frgaree 


70 oft thou hear,! e. 

ty, oy 1 hat i 7 mA: have” M4 
ne. mo Graces. {of 
en : 4,.. Yes, ii IN hath . | 
ee Profeſſion, :, , R | 
ut | 
A be Came y FO my 
hel i fruit [. thereon. ] Ky 
* |. | 

ry A. Church” then, and. " | 
t, | Profeſſion,,. are. not places | | 
of | where the workers of Iniqut- | 
ve | ty may hide themſelves, and ( 
r, | Sins from God. Some of old | 
&« |: BEN: that becauſe they | 
df . C.4 , could: : | 


-32 


# 8,& 
: 72% 

% Þy 

2K 
| ES 

b 3.08 

is. "We 

i\ * 


" Bord, 
' Lord, 
*were delivered, or had* a 


could cry; The Temple of the 
the Temple of = the 
that therefore-- they 


Diſpenſation to do the abo- 
minations. which they com- 


' mitted ;\ a8 forme in ou? days. 


Por, who, ſay- they;have a 
Right to the- creatures if *not 


LJer.7. 4,5» Chriſtians, if not Proſeſſors, 
Si 


not-\Church-Members ? 
And from this Conclufion 


let 00: theireits off their-in- 


ordinate AﬀeRins "after 
Pride, Ambition, Gluttony, 
pampering *themſclves with= 
out fear, - daubing them- 
ſelves with the Luſt-pro- 
voking Faſhions of the times; 
0 walk with'{rerched out 


Necks, naked Breafts; frizled. 
Fore-tops, wanton Geſttrres, -- 
1m gorgeous -Apparel, mint 


With Gold and Pearl;: 


and 


oft y 


The barre1 Fig-tezz. '| 


The barren'Fig tree. 


coſtly array. I will nor here 
make inſpetion. into their 
lives, their carrtazes at home 


noles ; But certainly,perſons' 


and thus enclined, have bur 
empty Boughz, Boughs that 


- wan: the fruit that God | 
expects, and that God will 


come” down to ſeek. 


fhall the winegard, nor thy 
fight of the'eye of God. Many- 


horſe,” and by thar .means 


| cover tliemfelves, and hide 
3» 1 Cx. , . theis:.. "& 


in' their corners, and ſecret” - 


thus ſpirited, thus principled, 


Barren Fig-tree, thou att - 
not hicenſed by thy Profefſi-- 
on, nor by the Lotd of the. 
Vineyard, to bear theſe Clu-- 
ſters of Gomorrah © neither- 


being crouded amongthetrees - | 
there, -(helter thee from thee + 


| make Religion.theit. clogk; . 
.| and Chriſt their fa/king- 


 TYe darcen Fig: tree.- 


| Job 13.37- 


[Pro. 27. 


| | h.z1, 2, 


men : - But- 


God. ſeeth their. 


pondererh. all their goungs : 
agd, at laft, when their, ini= 


He. will exther ſame them 
with hardneſs of heart, and 
- ſo leave them, * awaten” 


Fruit he looks for, ſcrks and 

expects, barren Fig-tree! 
But what! Come into the - 

Preſence of God .co fin, 


Alas man'! | The'Church is. 
Gods garden, | and Chrift 
Jeſus js the great. Apoſtle and / 
High-Prieſt of our Profefli- 


ll <4 6.3.2; - 6B. What ! come 1nto the. 


ji Jer. o; $299: Ry that bo called by,my. 
| ZO5 


Nag |. into the, thr where 


S way 


'# 


*% 4; bs. their own wickedneſs from. 
hearts, hath :his print upon. 
the_heels of theix feet, and. 


quity 15 found to be hateful, 


them to bring: torth fruit... 


What! Come into the Pres. . 
ſence of God. tobide thy fin. 


ae. 


on 


" 
\ 


| frets. ; And. every time he was: IIs 


: Iey.z and to ſee if the Vine. _ 
| flouriſh, .and if the Fj0Ues Hy 


| ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree, - 


| Gods delight EH, ever. he: 
|defres to Be ihes heis night 1 
Jand day. Heis thereto ſeek... 


ES ro ſeek-for fruix of ©, © |} 


(85,98 HEL Be n_the i 
J on, heret ore aflure G Y by / 
| iy felt; O fruitleſs; ONe, that - Tet 


_ 
WY 


The barren Figitree?* ES Fo 
mine Honor dwelleth! where , Prins go? 
mineeyes and heart are con- 7 Kin. g. 3. 
tioually!! What,come there 

to fin, to hide thy fin, to 

cloak th fn! is pla: "| ; FRO. 
an Ore ard wich pleaſant Fig 04 Th 


goeth into. his:-Garden, it 1s, 
to ſee the: fruits of the Val- 


PP, 4 
| * 
” pe 
"TE 
\ © 5 p . 
he of 7 en” Lb 
FR was db 8 


gfranates by 
Yea, faj "he Te came * 


The Church 1s. the: þ ACE, 


Yo waigs!, muſt, needs be + + 
oped, bejpre. the. eqs L; 4 


theeyc; 


| this Parable condlindt 


The varren'Fig-ti#Z 
Lord, 


ſoon efpied, © although 


company with oY} of that is* 
caft of* 


raken with che fir 
ts .d:fferenc colour- 


ſill betrays ie, "I fay there- 


fore, *A Church. atid a Pro-. 


feſſhon” are not- places where? 


the workers of Iniquiry may. | 


hide themſelves from | God, 
| that ſeeks for fruit, My 


 vinejard, ſaith' God, whichs, 


5 wine, s before Ll 9 


© Had be came and [ongh be 
; ow thereon ſand found © 
ES none, ] © | FN | 


et, 


Barren Ft er, pikthey? 


The conting a #0p-btaripg of |/ 


fruit; ts a dreadfhl Sipw.thas 
thou art 10'comt to dreadful 
end, as the: winding” up cof 


397 


One blath Prep is*. 


f | Xoned no fruit, © 


And found none. Nene at 
all, or oe to God's liking ; 
for when he ſaith, Hz came 
ſecking fran . thereon, He. 
means fruit | meet "Yar God, 
pleaſant fruir, Ti podd! an 
ſweet. © | 

- Alas, Ir*is not any fruit 
will ferve ;; bal fruit 15 coun. | 
tech rione;” Every tree that , 
bringeth'; »o! forth 260d fruit, ; Ry, 
& hewen fovp, and aſt into, 


the ' fire” 
"I. Thete'is 4 fruit' among _- 


| Protefiors that withers, and 


ſo never comes to be tipe; a 

fruit thar '1s ſmitten 1 41n "the 
growth,: atid "comes. tot to 
anturny, and” this' is recs 
_ This*fruic 
thoſe Profcſfors bear, that 
Irave many fair beginnings, or 
bloſſoms :- That make Any. 
Hr offers 0 of OL are 
Amend. 


——  — 
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nic Go -+.. 


WET, 


4 - 
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iprings up on the Dazg- by 
thar.runs up. ſuddenly, vio- 


The batren Fig-tree, | 


Amendment ; that begin to 
Pray, to Reſolve, and to. 

{ off their Sins by Righ- 
tequſnels ; but Rop. at, thoſe 
' beginnings, &. bring .no'fruy 


brea 


fort to perfefion.,... This 


mans fruit is withered, wrin=. . 
kled, ſmicten iruwt, and 1s- 


Ice, no frat at all, - 


- ,. 2, There 15an haſty ſruat,. . 
9: fuchas is the Cern, zpas. the. 


honſe-rop , , or that, which, 


lencly,z with. great. (talks, 


; and. big ſhew, and.yet at. Lal: 


proves exupty of, Kernel., T bye 
TPIL 15 to be found inth 


Profeſſors, thar on-a fuddeg. 


arc ſo awpkeneg,\ fo conyin= 
cd, and-19- afleted with . 


their. condition.,  thak, they, 


ake the whole Family; the: 


nd tbiParhe hole an ['F 


bl... 


| Fr bil they cry kathy, ; 
| ; nts an Agony, a Fit, - 


= | calfed* thoſe haſty fruits, 
| That ſhall be 4s @ fading fla- Iſa.28, ke 


|.conveigh a ſufticiency of. Sap 


T6e barren. Jig-t(ri 


vehemently', doletully, _ 
mournfully,and yet all 1 but- 


bring nor forth fruit. 
ant pitience. " Thele are-. 


ed. 
WeY. | 


. There is a fruit that i is Jer: wy 
| 93le4 and ill taſted, how Tong * q 
foever i be in growing 5. the Hol. 9. is; | | 


Roor is dried,, and cannot. 


to. the Branches to ripen the - 
Ftuit, Theſe are the fruir 
of. ſuch  Profellars,, - whoſe. 
heatt is eſtranged © from - 
Communion. avith. me Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe fryir orowet 
from themſelves, from their | 
Parts, Gifts, Strength of: "Wits Hoſ, 10,151 
facyral, or- moral Pringi IP 
o vn anda es 
bring - 


[- 407- Thebarren Fig-treez þ 


bring -forth fruit, are called: 
empty vines; ſuch as bring. 
not forth fruit ro God, 
*. Thesr root # dried up, they, 
(ball bear no fruit; yea though 
they bring forth, 3a will I 


. ſly, even the biloved fruit. 


of their womb. © 


FHASA® .- . 4 There is a Fruit that is” 


 *- thild, / /ooked for Grapes, and_ 
it bronght forth wild grapes. 
'Tobſerve, That as. there are 
Trees and Herbs that are 
wholly right, and noble ; fic 


indeed for the Vineyard. So. | 


there are alſo their Sem- 


blance, but wild z not right, | 


| but. jgnoble, [There is: the 


grape and the wild-grape, the | 


vine and the wild-vize, the 
wh. Roſe and rhe Canker -roſe, 
. Flowers and wild. flowers, the 


«Apple and the wild-apple, | 
| we call the © Crab, | -: 
_ Naw. 


which 
W_— — - 
CG - 2 


1 be barren Fig-tree- 


x things, 


no value, 


' [in the wor[d-a generation of - 
2 Profeſlors, 


ſtanding. their Profeſſion are | 
[wild by 'nature; .yea, fuch 


Now  fruit=from theſe wild - 
howerer they may 


pleaſe. the Children to play 
with, 


grave-count them of little, or 
' There are alfo 


that notwith- 


as were never cut owt, or off 
from the Key olive-tree, nor 
never planted 


the =; Oliyriea - Now 


they cannor bring forth fruit 


Iwato God, Such are all thoſe 
|thar have lightly caken upa 


Profeſſion , and crept | 1nto 
the *Yine. yard, without a 


; [New-birch, and the bleſling 


ofRegeneration. 
'F*) There- is alfo untime- 


ly 


J 


43 


yet. the pradent and . 


into 


theſe can «' bring: - nothing 
; [forth but wild Olive berrier, 
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42 
Rey, 6.13. ly fruit, Even 4 a Fig-tree 


The barren Fig-tree: ; 


caſieth her untimely-Figs, 
Fruit out. of. Seaſon, 
no fruit to Gods liking, | 
_ , There ate ewoſorts of Pro- 
feſſors ſubje& to bring forth 
untimely fruit, 

' I, They that bring forch 


_ | fruit] r00 ſoox. 


2. They that bring forch 
L fruit ] too late, + 
Firſt, They that bring 


font 10 ſoon, They are ſuch 


"at preſent... neceive the 
Word, with Foy, and ayes: 
before-they have root downs. 
wards, they thruſt forth up- 
wards, but having ot. root, 
when the . S#n ariſeth they 
are ſmitter,. and miſcrably 
die without fruit,. - Theſe 
Profeſſors are thoſe lightand 


inconſiderate ones, that think] 


panning bur peace . will, at- 


rend; | 


= 


_ ; 


and f | 


\ The barren Figztree- 
tend, the Goſpel ; and ſo a-_ 
non, rejoice- at. the .tidings, 
| without foreſeeing the evil-: 
wherefore when the + evil 


43. 


-| comes, being unarmed, and 


{o not able to ftand_ any lon- 
ger, they die, and are wi- 
thered, and bring forth: no 
fruit. Hy that received the. 
Seed. into flony places, the - 
ſame..is he that hearath the. 
word, and anou with joy re+ 
criveth. at, yet. hath he not 
root iu himſelf, but dareth 


Rs: 


for & *-while ; for when Tri- * Mat. tg) | 


Y 


bulstion 0Y.. Perſecution ' Br fv. 293 hee. 


ſeth; becauſe of the word, by ©" * 


and by 'thty are: offended- oh 
There-is in 1ſas, 28; mencion __._ . 
made of ſome, Whoſe glories” "._ +, 
beauty ſhall be a fading flower, 

becauſe it-is fruit * . before * Iſa. 28.4. 
 Surmer ; both theſe are-un- 
timely. fruit, Gn) 
Secondly,. 


b 
2M 


| 


P Mat, 2 F: 
41- 


WW 10,1. ' 


* et 


ll + PC, 3 
[ "> 


16917, 


p _ ; + - KF : 
* Heb, 12, ©'97 ye know, bow that * after-| to9 


The barren Fig-tree. 
Secondly,: They alfo bring | - « 
forth untimely fruit, that] che, 
ſtay il the Seaſon # over,| fxrui 
God will have hx fruit in|rhei 
his Seaſon z Ifay, he will|tg9 
Teceive them of ſuch men as| cam 
{hall render them to him 11 {wo 
*heir Seaſons : the miſſing| ,g; 
of the ſeaſon 1s dangerous;. are 


Mat. 25. (ayingftill che door is ſhut;{ |, ;pp 


is dangerous, ' Many there hap 
be' thac come not till the] a}j, 
fivud of Gods anger is raiſed, | Gb] 


|. and too deep for 'them to| cog 
' wadethrough ; Surely the| toy 
'  flonds of great waters, they| to9 


* ſhall F not come nigh unto him., egg 

Eſav's, afterward, is fearful: |ang 
ward, when he would have 
inherited the Blifſing; he was| (ry; 
rejected; for be found no place tha 
of - Repentance , though con 
ſonght ut carefully with tear. + f, 


ing 
har 
ver”, 
" In 
will 
n as 
N 111 
ing 
ous,. 
Aut ;1 
here. 

the 
fed; 
m t0 
s the 
they 
him. 
ful: 
ifter- 
have 


Che tarren Fig-tree: 


- So the Children of--1ſrael, 


they brought to God hs - -- 


fruics of Qbedience too laxe.; 
their * Lo we.be bere, came 


too late ; their we will go #upy 4041,42.. 


came too late,, The Lord had 
{worn t before that*they ſhould 


ot poſſeſs the Land. All theſe Mat.25.1o _' 
are-{uch; as bring forth #n- | 
timely frait,. Ic is the hard., 
hap of .the Reprobate to, d0 Heb.r2.15 
all things too late :_to be ſen- 
fible. of his want of Grace, ?5>26527- | 


* Nant.Ty. 


T Ver. 2I, 
22323 7. MR 


Fe 
b---: 


Luke 13. 


too late : :to.be ſorry for fin, 


too late: to mourn for.finz 


t00 late 3; to ſeek Repeatance, 
rao lace: ro ask for mercy,. 


and.to.delire ro.go io Glory, 
too late. 


e wal 


ſmitten 


place| thar withererb , and that 


b Df comes not to maturity, # #0 
tenrs. h | 


\,\0 


t fruits 


| 2. That 


' 3+ Thus you. ſee that fruit. 
in _ the yrowthy. 


4 C 8.14. 


J 
( 


| 


= 


uu - . 
* 


j EOS | 


he 


4's The. barren Fig-tree, 
2, That haſty fruit, ſuch 

* Plal.129. aS' the * Cory pon the bouſe 
6. rp; withereth alld' afore 1t 


o "og 2:4 Þ' orow- th Wy and "is: nd 
a 1ÞcO> Por, ; 


S:£1 001 


s - = That the Fkie: that Is 
it * Ifa;5 5:4. vile and *, zh taſted, ts ” | 
Ns frone. ; 
"1. ' That wild Fae wild 
"Stapts, are no fruit. 
- That timely fri, 
HG "ſuch a as comes too ſoox, or har 
if. comes too late; 'Such as come 
1! not in ther: Seaſon, are us 


from. Wl: 
And he came a Foes frait | 


i thereon, and found none. ' 


| Mat.21.34 - Nothing will do bur fruits” 
He looked for Grapes ; when, 
the tin} of frun drew near, 
ent his ſervants to be 

bus ardwey' rhat they might 
Teceiue the fruit of It." 


QueP. | 


_ ſaeſs i 12-his Soul, elſe how! RM 
+ hould .he ring forth: ghag10 


; fuits ;, and hence it1s, that} >, 


| Thzbarren-Figs tree. 47 


Queſt. But what: Fruie 
rh God; expect 2... ike 4s 
«Anſm. Good tra. - | E. Luk. 7.9 
ryp.;tree that -bringetÞ not 44.45. 

rh. | £90d': fra, | & bewy: Mar. 7.16, 
wn, Now. before the fruit: 27,18, I93 


hn be good-the treemuſt be * 


dad,;.tox good fruits make; 
dt a good tree, but 4 good, 
FE bringeth. forth good fri ; 
| mes gather, Grapes of 
borwr,on Figeof Thifiles? Ai; 
n muſt be good; elſe he can- 
ing forth no- good fruicz he; 
uſt have rightequſaels m4 
ted, ., that' he niay Rand 


- bod in God's fight fromthe: 


rſe of his Laws: -Hemuſt; 
ve a Principle of Righte-» 


# 


Chriſtians fruits arecalled, , ; 
J'* Gal. 53 
The fruits 4 the Spirit, the 22, 21. 
fruits 


© 


SL # &{ 


48 


phi 11. fruits of of uperly hag 
- are by Jeſus Chriſt,” Thi 


The barren Fig;tre.” | 


 (frunts of the Spirir, - pL fell 
. ache: Spixit "miſt be: there] VI 
"the thats of * righceduſriels fri 
rherefore: righteouſnes nav yt 
fff be-rherez bur” topar rihe 
ticularize | ina few ehbtiy los 
briefly. a5! 
' "Bj3þ; God expeRteth frail] Bt 
chat will anſwer, and bt and 
wotthy of the Repentanicey | 
which chou feigneſt thy ſel 1D 
to bave. Every 'one- in | (26 
Profeſſion , and that hath y 
croutled-into-the Vineyard, 5 
pretendeth . to 'Repent ance ox; 
now-ofevery ſuch Soul, Got . 


* Mat. 3.8 


expeQeth that the' fruits of 
Repentance be found to at} 
tend” chem. : * Bring fort: 
- frm: -thirdfore meet for Ref 
- zpentance, or ' anſyerable 
«- thy proteilion of the Doaring 


ol 
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— 48 (1 
ts of il 'of Sig. By 
ro ati han dh hat ng” | | 
orth} © 3971 or my Sin: Why, - —_— 
U Rel. thin, + Ap life as ' may" 2 


"4 de] Ie 
le this By 
hs | oy Provinik baſk tag, 
| Bs 4 


59, 


_ 26Q 1 


| Pfal.38-18 7 ara 
 Tſa.59.20. Ur Fog \ 


The. be barren. Fig: Ufh 


that may, [ec ee. Ps 


| Jer.31.19, 7 7a Fg. Pro 


l q 
1 beve 


Wk a Soft off, | nd. 


become 4”, nr Ar $2971) ap». ? 
penancy, of { on Fn "Bur! | 
© AN 


doth th yh onver= 


ſation FRE jy tq h/. ſuch, - 
. .an one! Takes | 


£ _ Figririte, rh thy ont , 


give! hy Pr e ſion the 


lay again, . lake Ke or, | 


God' himlelf will come. jk 
fruicz And. he ſorght. ora, 


; thereon, | nol 


©" You have. fone pit 
that are only Saivrs. 


men, waen, hey, are abregd ml 


bur are Devils and Vipers at; 


" home ; Saints | y Profle! lon, 


but, Devils by Pradtice; ; Saints, 


jn worg,buc DRAFT: 


at 


ERS 


- vetouſneſs 


The barren Fig-tree- 


; and life, Theſe men may 


have the Profeſſion, but they 


want the freits that becomp 


Repentance. bat HE 


* 'Berren Fig-thfe? Can it 
| be imagined rhat-thoſe that 


paint” themſelves , did ever 
repent of their Pride; or 


- that thoſe that purſue this 
jy. world, did ever repent of 
+ their Coverowſneſs : or that 
Hl - thoſe that walk with wer- 


ton ejes, did ever repent of 
their fleſhly Inſtr. Where, 
barren Fig-tree, 1s the fraic 
of theſe peoples Repentance ? 
Nay, do they not rather de- 


| clare to the world, That 


they have repented of their 
Profeſſion ? Their fruits look 


, aSit they had, Their Pride 
| faith, they have repented of 


their Humility: Their C0- 
declareth, that 
D 2 they 


_— 
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they are weary of depending. | 


 #pon God ; and doth not thy | | 


wanton actions declare, that 
thou abhorreſs Chaſtity ? 
Where, is thy frait,. Barren 
F, g-rree ? Repencance is not 
only a ſorrow,and ſhame 
for, but aturning from ſinto 
od ;. it 1s called Repgutance 
rom dead works. Haſt 'thou 
that, Godly,. Sorrow," that. 
worketh Repentance. to-Sal= 
vation, -never to be repented 
of 2 How doſt thou:;ſhew thy 


_ carefulneſs, and clearing of 


thy ſelf; thy indignation 
agairſt Sin ; thy fear of  of- 
fending 3- thy. vehement de- 
fire-to walk with God ; thy 
zeal for his Name,and Glory 
in-the world : and what re- 
'venge haſt chou in. thy heart: 
againſt every.thought of Dil. 
obedience > | > 3 
- But 


The barren Fig-tree- 


"his R entance ? - Where is 
thy Watching, thy Faſting, 


thy Praying againſt the re- 
maindets of Corruption '? 


'Whete- is thy 'Self-abhor. 


"rence;;. thy bluſhing: before 


God for 'the-Sin-thar- is: yet 


:behind? Whiere is'thy tet. 
dernels of the Name'of God * : 
-and{ his waies 2 Where is thy. -..: 
'Self-tenial+ and Content 


ment? "How doſtthowſhew 
'Before men the truth of thy 


' ning to God 4 p Hiſt thou 2 Cor. q T 


renounced the- bid{cy ans 
of diſhoneſty, not walking 


oraftinels ? Canſt thou og | 
mend'thy. ſelf 20 6ve#y \iwuns 


conſcience ;n the | fight of Gedp 


; Ard be ſought frait thereon: | 


Secondly, God expefteth 
D: 3, 


- Bat*where--1$ the fruit” of 7 


fruatss 


The barren Fig-tree; 
"fruits that ſhal.. anſwer that 
Farch which. - thou. awakeſt 
Profeſſion of. -- The Profeſlor | 
that is got into the Vineyard 
of God, doth ſeign. that he 
hath the Faith , -; the-faith 
oft holy, the faith, of -Gods 
Ole. Ah But where arc 
fruits, Barren Fig-tree;? 
Row.1.8 . -; # faith of the Romans nige 


D 2 Theſ.1.; As of cbs ts the 'whole 


world, and the Theſſalonians 
Fanth grew exceedingly, +, 
| Thou profeſeſt ro.Leliewe 
_- . thou hat a ſhare in_an9:her 
world; Haſt. thou Iet go 
tba, barren Fig-tree? Thou 
profelieſt thou believeſt in 
.Chxiſt.z.is he thy. Joy, and 
-the; Life of thy Soul 2." Yea, 
what conformity unto Him, 
to his Sorrows. and Suffer- 
ings? What reſemblance 
ak his GM's: and Groan- 


in g, | 


* .heifiſeren\Mig-tri# hs 
aigg aid Bleedingy'and dy- 4g 3 | 
ih wrought: incthee 7d | 
jthowibeawabour: ih thy body | 
.che-dyingof the' Cord. eds? 10,11, «4 
Jad anaifiecths Life to Feſu 
bn (hy rigovvhl 
chadx 1 BprremFightro0, Sow ]: Jam. 2.18, | 
tne. "by Bairb bby) thy wats. 33- } 
She pitt of 4 gord-Cdnverſa- 
Yoemthp\Porks wb Werke" 
. af wrjlermer Y\ TILES TETORE | 
-, \\Whit: fre, ” whar"fhw36, | 
i charred BigernezoWhar-Udper; AR. 15. 9 | 
W | of heorthRiplinekd) for Baleb | 
Jrvfen 1aBdarr:: hate = || 
= NE akebd Jeks?: fer'Farth ©3256 | 
"i eanku boby (aniinn: os 3] 2K | - 
w_ ThedgzhGod: \eupeReth 
id Fruits, according . toy M- 
bly ſora-oleGact: thow arciun- 
N, | deg,vartording)to” theirmp 
T- |. hat cometh. pan thee, Per 
© | haps thouzare! planred: inn 
wy = Soil; by: great: waters, 
— D 4 thac 


2 5" Shat:thogrimightft® beitle 
" fetch; Ae es 
. > . Brute: abatielions miighti®t 
Fog: * 9'SEbedly Y.teqrFig-cbe: 
aR41Þ hat avs thetiore tank 

ROC fr Atty, hot frnirmeaſog. 
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will: filddbirtocy ifevertle 
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Meling from.Ood 
With. braredb! rho! G74 
briars is rejefied, url v085ph 
_ Wuf3wrfhg rbifitent is 2 
wr rin 22370] 71 
-ii1:Barren Soul; Sidwi many 
cFhowers of :Grachj* how mi 
many times; have: the Silver 
Areams-ofthe Giry of. Gog, 
3611 "1 5 


» 
_—_ 


The irven-Nixat@, | 


wales | 
We" | 


TX: | 


ru Fs by thy Toots, 10 


burned ! Hear, and tremble, 


] Goſpel hath in it the Forgive- | 
| neſs of Sins, the Kingdom of | ©,.a... | 


The barren Fig-trete 57 | 


canſe thet to bring forth fruit! 

Theſe ſhowers, and ſtreams, 1 11, 4 
and the drops that Bang pps | : 
on thy boughs, will all be- C0l.4.5,6- 
accounted for; And will chey AS 6 | 
not teſtifie againſt thee, . that po 


thou oughreſt of. right, to be x Cor,8.5. 
O then barren Prefeſſor 4 As 4-324. | 
Friuts that become thy .pro- | 
ſeſſion of the GiShel, the God 
of - Heaven expefteth. . The 


pa » -— 


Heaven, and Eternal Life; 20, 
But what fruic hath-thy.Pra- 
feſſion, of a belief- of. theſe. : i++ ©. 
things put forth in» thy heart: 

and lf: 2 Haſt thou given © 
thy ſelf to the Ford, and s* 

all that thou haſt; to be yen= 
tured for his Name in.this: 
world 7 Doſt thouwalklike: 

Pg, NS, - -- We 


* The barren Fig-tree. } 


price, Even the price of pre- 
cious blood ? 

Foartbly, The Fruic char 
God expeeth is fuch, As is 
meet for himſelf, fruit that 
th 61,3, - May glorifie God 3 God's 

trees are trees of righteouſ- 

neſs, the planting of the Lo#d, 
| chat he may 3; glorified 
Wil +:  - fritic chat cafteth of. Heaven, 
Ul! abundance of ſuch fruit : For 
\"\0 Joh. 15.8 berein, ſaith Chriſt, # my 
mh.”  Patber glorified, that ye bring 
forth much frut, Fruits 2 
: all kinds, new »d"old, the 
' fruies of the Spirir is inal 
I ; goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, 
it Song 7:13: and truth, Frums before the 
Wt World, fraits before, the 


x 


Fruits before Angels. 


one that is bought with-aP 


| | Epb.5.9- Saints , fruits before God, 


O my. Brethren, What | 
1071007 ro roſter ought we 7 
', o 


ourdelves by checyame of, If= \ . 


" bv\who have ſubſcribed.to © 


» 


the>Loids and have called 


rael? | Qne.ſball ſay, 1'am the 
Lordi:z and another ſhall call 
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%s - 
. _— 


i. _ 
- wa. s on w—_ I 


_— 


i _-28- 


%...\ 


« þ 


34 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 

'N 

"Ou 

i , 
| | 
F. | 
| 


— 


_ begins to be atigry, 


Ia. 10.335 


' The barren Fig-tree, 


ſpare. it this. year alſo, but | 
will give .1t a ſepond mark: © 
And « may; be, he toucheth it | 


with bus hot iro, becauſe he 


TERS. 
_ Well, ar the third leafon 
He comes again for fruce, bur 


the third year is like the. firf | 


and ſecond, »0 frat 32 ; it 
only cumoreth' the ground: 
What now. muſi--be- done 
with this Fig-tree? Why, The 


\ Lordwill lop its boughs with| * 


terrour 4: yea, the thickets off - 


thoſe Profeſiors with iron. - 

have waited, ſaith God;theſ, 
three Jears, I have miſled of 
fruit theſe three years 5 Ic 


| | Ifa, 28.1 o: hari. been. Q-; cymber- grounc 


theſe three years;, cut ut dowy, 


Precept hath been upon Pre . 


cept,; and Line upon Line; 
one: year after another, fo! 
theſe three years, but no frui 
ante ES Ca 


| fetch out the Ax, 
* thig is the Fig-tree, I know © 


renneſs is1ts lign now,make 


Ax ts laid to the root of the 2M 


.... My Brethren, ſeriouſly, 0#/. 


Gods heart cannot . ſtand to- 


\that doth oxly cumber the 
| ground, you cannot look up- 


| with complacency and de- 


-] 'by.it, if you do butcaſt your: 1: ! 


The barren Fig:tree. ob 
Call be ſeen, [| find none, 


I am ſure 


it from the firſt year, Bar- - 
renneſs was ts ſign then,bar 


it-fir for the fire. Beho/d:the Mar » val 


trees, every tree therefore 

that bringeth not. forth good 
fruit, i bewn down, and caſt 

znto the fire. 124 


wards a barren Frp-treec You - 
know thus ut 1s with your 
ſelves : .1f you have a tree in 
your Orchard, or Vineyard, 


on -that tree with pleaſure, - 


light: No, if you do bur go | 


Eq og: 


- .he-birren Fig-tree; 


—— aut on AG oe rr er eee rr 
- * 


---Ity 3 1-4 Jew” As. 


m—_— 


eye - upon itz, 


> + w 6 


yea, if you do 
but think of-that tree, you 
threaten it in your heart, ſay- 
ing, 1 will bew thee 'dows 
ſhortly; 1 will to the fi rEwith | 
And it is in 
vain for any'tothink of per= 
wading of you to ſhew fa- 
-vour to the barren Fig-trea, | 
and if they ſhould perſuade, 
your anſwer is urreliſtible, 
It juelds me no profit, it takes 
up room, and doth no good, 
a: better may grow in its 
'FOOIMN, 


thee ſhortly. 


Cat it down. 


Thus when the Godly 


Jer. 14. 17; among. the . * | Fews . made 


18 2 9,20. Prayers, that rebelliious 1ſ- 
. rael, might not beaſt out of 


| .the Vineyard , what faith 
Jer, I5.1, the anſwer. of God, . Though 
| Moles. WP 


mind be toward this people - 


| here, Moſes and Samuel 


_ roah bimſelf ! yea,how ma=- 


[j&& <the Lord , and chuſe 
| prayed; and the Lord: ſor 


The barren'Fig-tred; 
Moſes ad Samuel ſtood be- 


fore me, yet could not my 


Phebefore' caſt them oit of my 
preſence , and lit them go 
forth, *What a.reſolution. 15 


could\do almoſt any thing 
with God in prayer. How 
many times did &@Mofes : by 
Prayer turn away Gods 
Judgments from even Pha- 


ny times did he by Prayer 
preſerve Jſrael, when inthe. py 
*Wilderneſs, from the ati. 24. 
gerand wrath of God > $4-© 99.6. 
mul 'is reckoned excellent” 
this way, yea fo excellent, 
that*when' 1ſrael had done 
thar fearful' ching, as to re-'! YAM. 23» | 


thenr® another "King ; Ef 


E 3. p red,... 


I 
\F 


| 
i 
N 
| 
| 


'F 


1 
bo 
(1 
i 


red, and- forgave them,; Bur - 


_ eThiſftle, the matter wauld 


|| Ezek.15.2» but mark the anſwer of God; 
RE Son of man, what x the UUgE: 

; than abrauth that is anung, 
the. trees of the Forreſt, ſhall] 


The harren Fig tree. 


yet neither Moſes nor. Sa- 
mul can ſave a barren Fig- 
tree.. No thoush Moſes and 
Samuel {ty before me, that. , 
1s pleading, arguing, intex-' 
ceding, ſupplicating, and be-- 
ſceching, yet could they- not 
incline mine heart. to this | 
Pepple, CT 


Cut 1t dowy. 

_ Ay, but Lord ir-1s a Fig=.. 
tree, a Fig-tree! if it wasa 
T horn, or a: Bramble, or a 
not be much 5 but it 41s. a 
Fig-tree, Or a Vine: well, 


tree, more than Any trees (OF; 


# \ Hat * 


bp 


' The bdfrev Fig-tree,”* 
wood be taken thereof to do 


* pin thereof, to hang any.veſſtl 


at thereon ?- If trees that are 
AY ſet, .or planted . for : fruit, 
os bring not forth-that- frat, - 


| there is betwixt them-and the 
his | Tees of the Forreſt; yo better- 


: o 
» 


| ment at all, unleſs the bet- 
| terment liech in-che crees of 
the Wood, for-they. are fit 
\ | to build withal ; -bur a Fip- 
,.' | tree, Ora Vine, if they bring 
'&" | not forth fruityea good fruit, 
| they are fit for nothingar all, 


any work 2 of will mentake a © 


x 


ver 4;.- 1 


"1 | but to be cut down;, and: 
uld 


. --:: | prepared for the fire'; and ſo* 


Ck Taki eds of, it, 


% 
#4 & + 
4 F 
> © 
z 
x 
4 


Go , 


** &5 % 
a E.- 


RH the Prophet goes on, Behold, 
11? | 32-46 caſt into the firt for \fnel, 
0d: pin pY £07 2604-8 
4 2'| af 38 ſerve-not for fruit, at mill--- 
'} ſerve for fewel, and forthe fire + 


but, -rhele F pg-trees B 
- | and 


$5 I 


The barren Fige-troe. 
and Yizes are Church-Mem- 
bers, Inhabiters-of Fernſa- 
lem, $0 was the Fzg-tree 
'mentiofied in the Text 5 But 
- what anſwer hath God pre- 


* 


E 


| Vers 6,7, Why? Thu ſaith Os Lord 
l God, 4s the vine-tree amon 
 Thetrees of the forreft, which 

I have given to the fire for 
fuel, ſo will I give the Inha- 
bitants of. Jerulalem.. And 
1 mill ſet my face againſt 
zbem, they ſhall go from one 
Fre, and another fire a 


 SewoKy them. 


SESEEIE ne nee ark ed ID wn 8 a 


| Cat it down. © 


' pared for theſe Objeons, | 


(0K; The woman that delight 
[88 eth in: her end By "the 
[| - have a ff; ip there, luppol &(, 
it- was: at] Th 
not oak fixe.Po vunds ye 


Tbe- barren Ffce-tree: 
Yet if it bear no fruit, f 1t- 
wither, and dwindle, and 
die, and turn- cumber-ground 
only, ut -may not ſtand 31: ber 
garden, Gardens and Vane» 


| yards are places for fra, 


for fruit according to the 
vatare of the plant or flow= 
ers. .. Suppoſe ſuch a ſlip as. 
told you of, before, ſhould 
be.1n your garden,and there 
die ; Would you let it abide in 
Jour Garden ? | Not away 
with. it, away. with it.' The 
woman. comes into her. gar= 
den. towards ' the Spring; 
where firſt ſhe. gives it a 


flight caſt with her eye; then. 
ſhe ſets to gathering out che }- : .-- 
weeds, and nettles, and foxes; 


takes 3 beeſow and ſweeps the 
walks : this done,' ſhe falls 
to prj6ng into her berbs and 


flips, to ſee it they yn TL 


_ na 
> 
4 - 


oy 


$6 The hirren Figitrie,. 


ſee 1f they are likely to grow : 
Now, if ſhe.comes to one Hhiae 
&. dead; that ſhe 1s confident caſt 
will .not .grow, up ſhe-pulls -| ** j 
that, and makes-to the heap a 
of rubbiſh with it, where ſhe. , - 
deſpilingly caſts it down, and 

valueth” it 0 -wore than a ( 
zettle, or a weed, or than'the - of 

duft ſhe hath ſwept out of. 


her walks.:. Yea, if auy that C 
- ſee-her ſhould ſay, Why do | [* 
you ſo? The anſwer 1s rea- Py 


dy, Tis dead, *ris dead at Ch 
root : If-T had let it fland, 
 *rwould bat have cumbered-. 
\ the ground, The firange bl 
fiips (and alſo the dead ones) | - | 


76 15. 103 they Fu be an heap inthe * 

| 11s. dayo f grief; and of wipes c 
4 Gran 7 1 2 
Cut it down. 0 
| There\be 19 manner ef]? 


Cartings. down; 


Fas, | 


Þ out of the Vineyard, 


| our of -the Vincyard, And + 


| execution. of -the Laws. and 


| Barren Fig: tree by an ijpmt-. 


ge | blaſting his, branches, and'ſo 


The barrcen.Fig-tree- $»--- 


Firſt, When a man Js caſt 


. Secondly; When. a man is , 
calt ouc of the. World... .-.\ 
Firf; When a man. is calt 


that is done two. waies, 
I. By an. ummediate band + 

of.Gog. -_. a 
2. By: the Chartbes due :-- > 


Cenſures which. Chriſt for that 57.5 Y LL I 
purpoſe bath left, with bis © | 
Church. nn 


Firſt, God cuts down the nl 


diate band, {miting his.roots,: 


4 ther; taketh away, He taketh: 


takes him away. fromamong} 
his people. Every branch. . 
ſaith 'Chriſt  ; that- beareth 115-26 + 
"0; fruit. in meg; Hejmiy Fa- 'A 


m «@  ®.p4 
= TE 
Pe Ol 

e. 


| lawa gue of the:Church,” He 
taketh-:. 


* 


$59 , The barren” Fig-tree | ſend. 
raketh him away from 'the they 
Godly. There are two thingtbey 

by which God taketh theſ##4e 

barren Profeſſor from among|pleaſ 

the Children of God. © S 

Firſt, Strong Delaſious,” || take 

Secondly, Open Prophant- by ; 

meſs who tn IS 01 

_.. Firſt, By trons Deluſi-|fcſſic 

| 113.66. 34 ons, ſuch as beguile'the SoulÞhe - 
F with 'damnable DoErines, |this 

162.6.9,10. that ſwerve from Faith' and |Þeſc 

E- "oe Godlineſs, They bave choſe [els 

{219 their own ways, ſaith God, and [ru 

.y their Soul delighteth 3n their [0c 

abominations 5 I alſo will -W1 

chaſe their delufiont, and wilt Prol 

bring their fears upon them: [0 þ 

- Ewill ſmite them with blind- oof: 

. _nef, and hardneſs of heart, Pre 

© Land failing of eyes, and will Þ 

>. alſo ſuffer - the 'Temperto*Þ&t 
zTheſaz Fempe and effe&X his helliſh Þ9 

20,1 141202 -debigns upon'them' ; Godwild f' © 
| pero | ſend 


_— 


The barren Fig-tree. 
> | ſend them ſirong deluſrons,that 
thi they may believe a Lie, that- © © 
ng(they all may be damned, who 
theſbetreve not the truth, but had 
ong pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 
Secondly, Sometimes Gol 

"1 takes away a barren Profeſior 
1ne-\Þy open Profaneneſs. There 

is one hath taken up'a pro 
uſjz\feſſion of that worthy name, 
*oul|the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; but 
nes, [this Profeſſion is but a cloak, 
and [be ſecretly-practiſeth wicked. 
boſe |neſs:; He is.a Glutton, a 
a4 [Prunkard,. or Covetous, or 
heir nclean, Well, ſaith God, 
will will looſe the reins of this 
wilt Profeſſor, 1 will give himuþ 
bees; ko bis vide Aﬀettions, '1 will 
ind-' [ooſe the. reins of his laſts.be. _ 
art, fore him, he ſhall beentan- + * 
will -pled: with his beaſtly luſts, 


'rto- Þe ſhall be overcome of un- 


| that . 


with] > 
ſend 


-3y 


"IEA "aq; 


9 The»barten Fig+tr&:. | 7 
'that.turn afideto'their owcom 
Pfal.125. 5:crooked\. waies , . The Lord w 
ſhall lead-them forth with thi gg 

| | workers of Iniquity. This i Sip 
_ God's hand immediately { 7. 
God js. now. dealing with ,g;/ 

this man himſelf. - - Barrel\ſpal 
Fig-tree, hearken , 'Thol'x;6 

art crouded into/a'Profellion|... 1 

art got among the Godly|{,y, 

and there arta-fcandaltothy,,.,, 

holy. and glorious Golpel|hy. 

bur wichal ſo cunning, tha ;;Qr 

like - the Sons. of Zerwiahyr, 

thou art too haxd-; for -t pur 
Church, .' She knows nqch 

how to deal with thee; wel 10g 

laith God, I will. deal wat 'z (C 

that man-my {cli :  1wilt a4.,,,, 

_ «fmer that may by my ſelf 5, IQ; 
Beek.14-7+ that ſets up his Jdols.in nc. 
G heart, and puts the: ſtung, :: 
-bling block of his iniquiq}, . 

before 'his Face , - and Wa; 

(IEP, COME». -; 


s 
—_ —————— —— = wv _ 
+ "wel *; PR 
- o 
. 


OB - & NAS An CARES» 


od 
Mad 


r: | The bdrren Fig-tree, on 
oW}comes and appears before me; 
Lor\1 will fet my fact # aſt that 

IM man, "and will make him a. 
his if S3pn and '4 Proverb, and 
ely 11-will cut bim off from the- 
WI idſt: of my People, and ye 
Arr ſhall. kwow that 1x any the: 
T ho! Lord,” RF, 
je | Bat: Secondly, God doth 4&4 

| fortimes- cut down the bar= 

oy Wren Fig:tree' by the Church, 
roſpe] by che Churches: due' exec 
, tha tion of the Laws and Cen-. 
rvialhfures;which Chriſt for that Kit. 8, 15, 
Or »UY'purpoſe” hath left with His 18. 
VS NC Church, * This is the mean- 
;welſing 1ng of that in Matth.” Don of e 
1WIJ's Cor,'5. And that in m 
il 4 -wotby,- upon. which 'now- 1 x Tim r 
If 5 Hſhall fot enlarge.” But, which 
an - [way ſoever God" dealeth 
tan 7 with thee; O thou barren F;o- I Cor.S,, 
Jtree, 'whether by himſelf Far 
immediarly*, or © by” his. 
C. 


The barren Fig-tree. 

. Churchz//it amounts: to one 

- .and'the ſame; + For 'xt \time- 

ly. Repentance prevent. for, 

The end" of that Soul #5 dud 
Joh. 15,6 zation,” They' are blaſted, 
and .withered, and gathered 
.by men, Gods. enemies, and 

| at laſt being caſt into the fire, 

Heb.6.8. burning. wut be their end. 

That which beareth Briars 

and Thorns, bY, mgh” #unto 

curſing, Pivſe end 7s to: be 
 Onrnyed. .. - 

Lev,10.1, But again; -ſornetimes by 
| ©2,3. -. cut stdown,: God means,calt }; 
E. -it ont. of the world : Thus 

ie ent down Nadab and vA- 

Nurab.16. _biba, when: be burned them 

30132337: 1p with fire. from Heaven:; 

"Thus ._ He .cut down | Co- 
Trah, Dathan, aud Abiram, [* 
- - when be made the earth: to |;.* 
| \ ſwallow them . up, Thus he | 
| 5" i cit Fa Saul, when he gave Y* 


| bus. 
+ + #6 36 # ; 
| ; 6. { Liab $ 


I 
? % 
\a 
o 


PRA 


F* The, barren. Fig:tie.> 95> 
bim np to fall, upon the edge.of. 
bus own. (ſword, . and died. - ._ © - 
Thus He cut down  Ananias aq _— 
with Saphira bis wife, when 10, 
| be Sruck them down deadiin 
Þ the midft of the Congregation. 

{i might here alſo diſcourſe of 
"| Abſolow,  Abithophel and 


y 4 5:72 Saln.18. 
| 04, who were. all three 


| ve 0 FTE DI 17.336 
bavged,;, The foft by. Gods 
revenging hand, the. other 
were given up of God to. be' 
their own Executioners.Theſe 5-3 
{were barren and unprofitable®?" 
BFig-trees, ſuch as God took 

nq pleaſure in, therefore he 
commanded, To cut them 
Ydews. _ The Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
He ſhall take thim away. a 
pith a whirlwtyd,both living, 
«d inhrs wrath. . 


Plal,58.9, 


pas en == R—_— 
EC en Sree 


» 


Barren: wtree, hearken; 


1. $6od calls for the Ax, _ his e-:-P 
'« Sord, bring ichicher, here: 
{2 wa TELLEOOIN 


AT "ac 
De 


pan” gn RS TG 
pm ——_——_— 


CIC ESA 
—_— — 


pom; Aſi ——_ TRLER 


» . 


4A 


. 
_ ad as 2b CEE ES ranger 


_ ni n_ 
Cn fs CO Ae rae 


* by » 
og" þ 
has. | 


r [0 7! . 


wig þ ? the pround, ep 
CLALAWM IL-2 


"94: The 'barren Fig-tree, 
is 2. barren Profeſſor , ' Cat 
Eze&.21-9, his down, why cumbereth 1 


T7 
Pati 
years 


$..5* 
Rs 0 obo BL 
Why enmbereth it the ground 


and. 


ON-A 


" "By theſe words- the Lordhede 
 ;ſuggeſteth 72eſo»s of his difwall 

. . pleaſure againſt the Barrenſgroz 

. Big-tree,, 'Ir\ eambereth +thqabuf 
ground. © The Holy Ghoff yarc 

... doth not only cake an Arguſand 
.., menr_from its harrenxeſs, buſthou 


becauſe 1t is a cumber- ground 


EF 


Therefore _ cut it -downgrealc 
Wherefore 1t'muſt needs bqas fi 


a proyocation, 


very 


'T, Becauſe, as much a Rel 
in him lieth, he diſappoint] pro: 
eth the defign of God igto 1 


planting his Vineyard, 


Wo 


looked that it ſhould Lringnan 


oth frut. 


2, Ic hath alſo abuſed hiftbe 
Hh Pati 


eq 


| The barren Fig-tree. 95" 
CatfPatience, hislong, h three 


h tinj}ears patience. 
| 3. Ic hath alſo abriſed TY 
"Yebowr 5 his pains,” his: care, 


#:idJand providente of * prote&t-» Ig; 


on-and preſervation: for he'2,3. 
.orJhedges his Vineyard, and” 
difJwalls it about.” * Camber- 
wrrengroznd ! all thefe things thou 3* 
\ -th{abuſeſt. He waters his: Vine-' 
;zhofl yard, and looks to it night* 
rgujand day, bur all theſe echiogs 
| bugthou haſt abuſed, 
nd Further, There are: -orher” 
wngreaſons of Gods diſpleaſure”, - 
ds bqaSfirft, a cumber- - ground 1s 2. 
[very mock and reproach. to” 
ch a{Religion, a mock and re-- 
oint] proach to the waies of God, ' 
dd igto the People of God, 'to the” 
, JWord of God, and to the. 
brin{ name of Religion, It is ex- 
 TpeRted of all hands, thar all” 
ed bythe trees in the Garden «of 
God, 


& 27-152, 


quo——— ant _ _ — 
- " _ -— — - — — = 
by — _ pm _ — — I 
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I Ahe- barren Fig- tree” | x 


. Nay, haſt 


Jer, 25 


God, ſhould befruitful, Gad: keeps 
expects fruit, the Charch ex- |wheri 
pects fruit, the world, even Jour'o 
the wpr/d conclude char Pro." fore * 


. . feflors ſhould be fraitful un [Barr 

*** - good. works 3:I fay, the very+[hear 
world expecteth- 'chat, Profel-: 

_ - ſors ſhould Bu becter' than-[Thet 

themſelves: But, barren Fig-.|King 


fruit: 


Free, thou lkypon all: [takes 
ou nat learned. pive, 
the. wicked: ones. thy. waics-?;\Jreud 


 Haſtthou not learnt them to -|;þes 
a 8 wacked-by thy exam- [thei 


(bur-chat's by the by.) :{dow; 
FarenMls-irar, Thou haſt. peof 
dila ppoanced others, and muſt. |5an 


| be dfepoinced thy ſelf. Cut Sas 


it down, why cumbereth it the  Ithe 

ground, — batl 
. Secoudly, The Barren. Fig- © Bhour 

tree takes up the room where ſe 

a. better tree might ſtand zl. 

lay, it takes up the room, .1t. hoy 

keeps, | 


The barren Fig-fcee. - 97 

-Jkeeps, ſo long as it ſtands 

where it-doth, a fruitful cree 

En Jour of that place, and there- 

rO="Ifore 1t mult be cnt down. + 

3 Barren Frgtree , Doſt thou 

TY Shear 2 Becauſe the Fews ſtood 

el- [fruitleſs - in the Vineyard, 

an [Therefore, ſaid God, The yy, tae: 

ig- [Kingdom of Heaven ſoul » 33-41, _ 

 ' [taken from: you, and: ſhill 

ed gven to a Nation. that ſoul | j 

Slender bim their frants in — 

tO [their ſeaſon. The Fews for -— 

Mm- their barrenneſs were: cut ' j 1 

Ye) :Jdown, and. more fruick _ | 
| 


O 
oY 


alt [people pur in their room, As. 

ſt [Samuel alſo ſaid to barren 1 Sam. 15. 
Mt Saul, The Lord bath rent *** .- 
fthe Kingdom from thee, and 

bath given it t0 thy neigh- 

-" Bhour, that ts better than thons. 
Ihe unproficable Servant wuſt 

fibre caſt our, muſt be . cut Mat, 25.27 


[owns 


— 


' planted in thy room. + 


 Cumber-ground ! How 
many. hopetul,  inclinable; 
iorward people, haſt thou 
by thy fruitleſs and unpro. 


fitable iſe, kept out of the 
Vineyard of God for: thy] 


ſake. have theſe people: ftum- 


bled at Religion; By thy life] 
; - have they been kept fromthe 


love of their own Salvation, 
Thou haſt been alſo a means 
of hardening others, and ot 
quenching, and killing weak 
beginnings, Well, Barren 


'Fog-tree t Look to thy. ſelf | 


(thou wilt no: go to Heaven 


thy ſelf, and them tha. 
 -would,thou hindereſt). Thou 


muſt not alwaies cumbet 


_ the-ground, nor-.alwaic 
-hinder- the Salvation of 6+ 
thers;: Thou ſhalt 'be Catt 


down, aud another ſhall bt 


T he barren Fig-tree, }F 


—_—_S LY JW 


Lo 


= ft 


_ way 


' 'Duneg-hil. 


The barren Fig-tree. 
Thirdly, The Caumber- 


groand is a Sucker, he draws 


away the heart and nouriſh » 
ment" from the other trees, 
Were the cumber-ground cit 


* down, the other wouid. be 


more fruitful; he draws a- 
| that fatneſs of the 
ground to himſelf, . that 
would make the other more 


hearty and fruitful, Oe KEW 
18. 


Sinner deftroyeth much good. 

The Cumber-ground 1s a 
very Droas in the Hive, that 
eats up the Honey that 
ſhould feed the labouring 


\ Bee; he is a thief in the 


Candle, that walteth the 
Talow, but giveth no Lights 


he is the #»ſavory Salt, that 


iS. fit for nought but the 
Look to. 1t Bar- 


ren Frg-tree, 


F2 Amr 


g0o- . The barren Fig-tree. 


_ he anſwering, ſaid unto 
him, Lord, lit it alone 
this) year alſo, until [ ſhall 
dig about it, and dnug 1 it ; 
| and if it bear fruit, wel; 
and if wot, then after that, 
thou ſhalt cut it down, v, 8, 


9. 


| 36 4s Heſe are the words of 
ee”. &:.the: Drefſer- of the 
Lf Vineyard, who, I told you, 
[- 3s Jeſus Chriſt ( for he made 
E interceſſion for the tranſ- 
grcfiers.) And they contain 
 aPerition, preſented to an 
offended Juſtice, praying 
that a httle-more time, and 
. patience might be exerciſed 
rowards the barren; cumber- 
ground Fi "des | 
In this Peticion:thexe.. are 
$48 th -Ngs £ conſiderable ; 


Firſt, 


The barren Fig-tree. 
Firſt, That Juſtice might 
be deferred, O that Juſtice 
might be deferred. Lord ler 
it aloxe, 8c. a while longer. 


Secondly, Here is time 


prefixed, as a ſpace to try if 
more means will care a bar- 
ren Fig-tree, Lord tet it alone 
ths year alſo. 


Thirdly, The means to 


help it, are propounded, #- 
tif I ſhall dig about it, and 
dung it. 

Fourthly, Here 1s. RON 
infinuation of a Suppoſition; 


that by thus doing, Gods exe * 
pectation may be anlwered, 


And if it bear Fruit, Well. 
Fifthly, Here 15a Suppo- 


\ fition that the barren Fig- 
tree may yet abide barren, 


when Chriſt hath done what 
he will anto it, and if it ah 
fru6s, ce 


' - 202  . The barren Fig-tree. 
© Sixtly,Here js at laſt a Re- 
ſolution, that 1f thou continue 


barren, hewing days will come 
#pon thee, And if it bear. 
fruit, well, And if not, then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it 
down, 

But to proceed according 
to my former Method, by 
way of Expoſition, 


Lordyletit alonethis year alſo, 


" Here 15 aſtoniſhing Grace |- 
indeed, aſtoniſhing Grace !- 


I fay, that the Lord Jeſus 


ſhould concern himſelf with 


a. barren Fig-tree 3; that He 


fhould ſtep in co ſtop the | 


blow from 2 barren Fi g-Ireee 


True, Heſtopt the blow bur 


for a time ; But why did be 
ſtop it at all 2 Why did-not 


he. fetch our the Ax 2 Why: 
NY 3 08 EY ad... 


The barren Fig-tree- 
did ' he not do Execution ?_ 
Why-; did not- he \cut. et 


L103: 


down 8 Barren Fig-tree | "Hs: 


well for thee; that there 1s a 


Jeſus at Gods. right hand, a-- 


Jeſus of - that 'largeneſs of 
bowels, As to have com" 


paſſion. for a barren Fig-tree,.. 
elſe Juſtice had never let thee - 


alone to cumber.the ground 


2 


as thou haſt done, When wk vs or | 
Iſrael alſo had finned againſt 2;, JÞ 


God, down they had gone, 


| Bat that Moſes flood in the 


breach, Let me alone, {1d 
God”to him, That I may 
conſume them 14a moment, 
and I will maky of thee a great 
Nation, Barren Fig-tree, 
Doſt. thou- hear ? Thou 


 knoweſt. .not. how oft the 


hand of Divine Juſtice hath 


Ex0.32.10 F 
Nu, 16. 29» | 


been up to ſtrike, and how 


many yeats ſince thou bad 
TM F..4:.-  - een 


104. 


The barren Fig: tree; 
been-cat down,. had not Je- 
ins caught hold of his Fathers 
Ax, Let me alone, let me 
ferch my blow, or cut 3t 
down, why cumbereth it the 
ground ? Wilt thou not hear 
yet, Barren Fig-tree ? Wilt 


_ thouprovoke ſtill! Thox haſt 


wearied men, and provoked 
the Juſtice of Gods And 
wilt than weary my Chrift 
alſo ! 


Lord, let it alone thi year, 


Lord, a little longer, lets 
not loſe a Soul -for want of 


means ; 1 will try, I-will ſe 
1fT can make it fruuful, 
will not beg a long life, nor 


that it might ſtill-be barrey, 
and fo provoke thee. .'Þ beg 
for-the ſake.of the Soul, the 


immortal Soul, Lord  Ipare 


Me 


- 


[ 


y- + 
LO 
— 


» 3 V3 


"+ 


The bifren'Fij-tred” 


it one year only, one year lon> 


ger, this year alſo; if 1 do 


any-good to.ir, it Will be 
little time, Thou ſhalt not 
be over-wearied with wait= 
Ing, one year and then. 

Barren Fig-tree , . Doſt 
thou hear what ſtriving 
there is between the Yine- 
dreſſer and the: Husband. may 
for thy life, Cat it down, 
ſaies one 5 Lord ſpare it, ſaith 
the other; *T# a cumber= 
ground, ſa1;hche Father, one 


year longer prates- the Son, - 


Let it alone. this year alſo,” 


* Unil | ſball dig aboutit; : 
' . and dung it. 


The. Lord Jeſus by thele 


words ſuppoſeth wo things, 
as:Caulſes of the want of fruxt 


- In. 2 barren Fig: tree, and 
-2519:651%  Þ 1w9- 


». it} 
h _O 


| G - 

F ks 
| 

: "7 . C 


; 
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Hs Zhe barren Fig-tree. 


two things he ſuppoſeth as a. 


Remedy, 7 


-The things that are a cauſe Y | 


of want of fruit, are 


I. *Tt earth- boand, Lord . 
_ the Fig-tree 1s earth-boxnd. 
A want of warmer - 


2, 
means, of fatter means. 


Wherefore accordingly he. 


propoundeth z 


Firſt, To looſen the earth, 


fo dig about it, 


- Secondly, And then to ſup. - 
ply it with dung; to dig avont-- 


alone thi year alſo, until I * 


ſhall dig about jt. I doubt it 


1s too much. ground-bound , _ 
The Love of this world, and 
the decertfulneſs of Riches, - 


lie: too cloſe to the” roots of - 


the- heart of this Profeſlor, 


"The love of Riches, theloye 
of: Honours, the love. of -. 


Phealures, 
&; 
—— — \ 


- The barren Fige-tree” 
Pleafures; are the Thorns 
that choak the Word, For, Toh. 12. 
|. all that # in the world, the 15216, E- 


luſts of the fiſh, the luſts of 

s eyes, by the pride of life, © 
are not of the Father, (but. 
enmity to God) how then 

(where theſe rhings bind up- - 
the heart) can there be fruic 
brought forth to God 7 Bar- 
rev. Fig-tree ,.. See how the 
Lord Feſws, by theſe very 


words, ſuggeſteth the caule 


of. ty fruitleſneſs of Soul. 


_ The things of this world lie 


too cleſe 1 to thy- heart 3. the 
carth with its things.. have 
bound up thy roots. "This 


art an. earth-bound Soul, hay | 


art wrapt up. thick; clay. - 
Tf any mas love- the: world, 


the love of the-father 45 not- * 


In him + how-then can he be * 


ym +——o——o. 


fruicful-i 110 the- Vine: yards = 
This 


dapoonns een > 4 


| 98. The barren Fig-tree. 
| Joh.12-6. This kept Feud from, the, 


'. This kext Demas from the 


Ml -2 Tim. 4.10 


j phirah his wife, from the 
lj  goodly fruit of fincerity and 
x Tim, 6, Cxuth. What ſhall 1 fay, 
[ 9,100 Theſe are fooliſh and hurtful 
* Luſis, which drown men im 
deſtrutlion and perdition ; for 
the love of money, #.the root 
of . all. evil; How then can 
>=. good fruit grow from'ſuch a 
'_ _ Took, the root of all evil, 
Which while ſome covet after, 
they bave erred from the 
Faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many ſorrows. 
Mark,I fay,lit isan evil root, 


| , all evil 7 how then can the 
Profeſſor that hath, ſuch. 

'Eoot 2. or a root wrapt up mn 
IAF* 19.3 


#* 
Cai & 


I .  fruicof caring for the poor. 


j\8 fruir of, Self.demal. And... Þ 4 
_ 5. 5- this kept Ananias and Sa= || 
"Iii! 4 Os 


Nay more, it is the root of 


luch... 


The barren Fic+tree; 
ſuch earthly things, as the 
Lyſts, and Pleaſures, and 
Vanities of this world, bring 


-Þ foxth fruit to God !. 


Until I ſhal { Gig ] abont it. 


Lord, T will looſe . hi 
roots; 1 will dig up this earth, 
I will lay his roots bare, my 
hand ſhall be. upon him. by 
Sickneſs, by Diſappoint= 
ments, by croſs Providencess 
I will dig about him uncil he 


ſtands ſhaking and tottering, 


until he be ready -to fall-z 
Then, if ever, he will ſcek 
to take faſter hold. Thus, 
I fay, deals the Lord . Jelus 

oft-times with the barren - 
Profeflor, be diggeth. about 
-bjm ; He ſmiceth oxe blow at 
his- heart, azother . blow. at 


| his luſts,, a chirgac bis pleas | 


" Koresy 


Z 7Y The -harren Fig- trees. 


ſures, a fourth art his Com-. 
forts, anther at his Self-con- 
ceitedneſs ; Thus he diggeth 
about him :- This is the way 


to take bad earth from his. 


roots, -and to looſen his roots 
from theearth, Barres Fig- 
tree,” See here the care, t 
ſove, the labour and way. 


' which the Lord Jeſus, the 


Drefler of the Vineyard, is 
fain” to take with' thee, if 


Happily thou maiſt be made 


| ; Frwtful. o 


Wi I dos FA FRE it, and 
[dung] #. 


As the earth, by binding 
the roots too. «lolely, may. 
hinder the- trees being fruit- 
ful*:-. . So'; the want. of 
better means, may be allo a 
ule rhered;” 
za 


"And rhis 73 


- MOIE--. 


= —— way 4 


Ak 


The barren Fig-tree-" To 
t-. more than intimated by the => 
1- Dreſſer of the Vineyard, ##- 
th til 1 ſhall dig- about it, and */ 


y dung it, I will ſupply it with 


is. | a more fruitful Miniſtry, : 
ts with a warmer Word, I” 
g- will give.them Paſtors. after 
1e mine own heart, 1 will dung - - 
y, | them; you know dung isa 
he more warm, more fat,more 
is hearty, and ſackering. mat= 
if ter, than is commonly the 
de. | place in which trees- are 
planted, A 
1 will di about $t,aud dayp - 
zd | it,. I will bring it underan - 
heart- awakening Miniſtry , 
the. means of _ Grace ſhall be 
ng |. fat, and good. I will alſo 
ay viſit i© with Heart-awake- 
it= | . ning, heart-warming, heart= - 


of- | encouraging Conſiderations, 
2.4 LIwill-apply warm. dungto - 
$8 be 0g; Lil will trive' with . 
IE. hin: 


242 


M Gen.6.3. 


The barren : Fiq-tree, | ; Fm 


him by my Spirit, and giv® 
him ſome taſts of-the heaven. 


11} Heb. 6.233 ly Gifte, and the power 


of the world to comc: 
I. am Joath to looſe him 
for want of digging , 
Lord, Let it alone this year 
alfo, until I ſhall-dig about ity 


ard dung it-.. 
: Andif it bear fruit, well $7 


-\ And if the fruit of all my 
labour, doth make this Fig- 
tree fruitful, I ſhall count my 
tzme, my labour, and means 
well beſtowed upon it; And 
thou alſo, O my God, ſhalt 


betherewith much delighted : 


For thou art gracious, and 


werciful, and repenteſi thee 


of the evil, which thou threats 


eſt-to-bring upon a people. 


:\ Theſe words. thexctore in» 
Fl. form. 


form us, that if a Barren Fig- - 


tree, a barren Profeflor, ſhall 
now at laſt bring forth fruit 
to God, it ſhall go well with 
that Profeſſor , it ſhall go 
well with that poor Sonl.: His 
former barrenneſs, his former 
tempting of: God, his abuſe 
of Gods Patience, and long- 
Suffering 3. his mſpending 
year after year, ſhall now be 
all forgiven him.Yea,Godthe 


Chriſt willnow paſs by,and 


at the laſt, When I ay to 
the wicked, O wicked man, 
thon ſhalt ſurely die; it he 
then do that which is Iaw- 
ful and right, if he walk in 


commucing injquity, he ſhall 
farely live,” he ſhall not die...” 


| - Barren Fig: tree, Doft thou 


hear ! 


— 


Father,and our Lord Jeſus: 


I13 


forget all, and ſay, ell dones: 


the Statutes of life, withour 


Ezek, 2.3. 


hear! the Ax is laid to thy 
roots, the Lord Jelus prayes 


God to ſpare thee ; Hath he | 


| been digging about thee 
Hath. he been dunging of 
thee 1 O Barren Fip-tree, 


Now thou art come to the - 


point ; 1f chou ſhalt zow, be- 


come good, if thou ſhalt after 


a gracious manner ' ſuck in 


the Goſpel-dung, and if thou:: 


ſhalc bring- forth fruir unto 
God, 'T({ell 3 But if not, 


the fire 1s the loſt, Fraitor | 
the - Fire, . Fruit or the Fire, | 


Barren Fig-tree, If. it bear 
Frut, well. 


And if nt, then after that 


."* thou ſhalt cut it down, 


| And if not, &c, 'The Lord 
- Jeſus by this, if; giveth us to 


The barren Fig-tr: 


underſtand, -that- there 1s a» 


Ear | 


J The barren -Fig-tree. 


able, that will zot, that cans 
not repent, nor be profited 
by the means of Gracez A 
generation, I fay, that will 


neration that will wear out 
the patience of God, Time 
Interceſſions, Judgments and 
 Mercies, And after all will be 


unfruitful, 


\ neſs that is in thy heart ; 


iu doubt about thee ! There is 
an [if ] ſtands yet in thy way. 
- Ifay, the Lord Jeſus ſtands 


retain a Profeſſion, But. will | 
uot bring forth fruit ; A ge- 


and Tide, Threatnings and - 


O the deſperate Wicked--. 


Barren Profeſſor, Doſt chou . 
hearzthe Lord Jeſus ftands yet | 


56t.in doubt about. thee, whe- _ 
ther or no, at laſt chou wilt 


'] be good. Whether he may - 


IF 
generation of Profeſſors 1n 
the world, that 'are incure- q x 


116 


Rey.2.21, 


The barren Fig+tree. 
not labour in. vaine, whether 
his digging and dunging 
will cotne to more then loft 
labour. 7 gave her ſpace te 
repent, and ſhe repented. not, 
T'digged about it, I dunged 
it, I gained time, and ſup- 
pRen with means ; but I 
aboured herein in vain, and 
ſpent my ſtrength for nought 
and in- vain, . Doft thou 
hear, Barren Figtree !. There 
is yet a queſhon, Whether 
*rwill be wel! with thy Soul at 


leſt. - 


And if not, then after. that 
thou ſhalt cut it down, 


There is nothing more ex- 
aſperating to the mind of a 


man, than to. find all his 
kindneſs and favour fligh- 


ted; neither is the Lord Je- 


tus. 


7 The barren Fig-tri; 
ſus ſo provoked with any 
thing, as when Sinners abuſe 


d. v > Az; 
; —__@S. 
T1596 = 
: $KE. 
Flies | 
{ 
| 
' 


his means of Grace, if it be 
barren and fruitleſs under 
my 'Goſpel, if it turn-'my 
Grace into wantonneſs; if 
after digging, and dunging, 
and waiting, 'it yet Temain 
unfruitful, 'T will let cher cut 


it down. 


Goſpel means applied, is 
the laſ# remedy - for a barren 
Profellor z- if the Goſpel, if 
the grace of the Goſpel wall 
not do, there can be noching 
expected, but cut it down. 


' Then after that thou.ſhalt cat 
T; downe 
(0, Jeruſalem, 


ernſalew, Mat. 2.3; 


Thou that killeft the Prophets, 37:35. 
end ftoneſt them that are ſent. 
unto thee, bow often wonld1 


bave. gathered thy Children 


—_ an Hin gather- 


«h 


_ The barren Fig-tree, 
eth her \Chichens under ber 


wings, and ye would not't | 


therefore your houſes are left 


#nto you deſolate. Yet it cans 
Not be, , but that this Lord 
Jeſus, who ar firſt did put 
ſtop to the execution of his | 


Fathers - Juſtice, becauſe He 
defired to try more means 
with the Fig-tree : ' Ifay, it 
cannot be, but that an heart 


ſo full of Compaſſion, as hi | 


#, ſhould be touched, to be- 
hold * this Profeſſor muſt 
now: be cut down 5; And 


when he was come ucar, He | 
bebeld the City, and wept 0- 


ver it, ſaying, If thou had(t 
known, eventhou, at leaſt in 


' this thy day the things that 
belong to thy peace, but now | 


they are hid from thine eyes. 


After that, thou ſhalt cnt it 


When ]--_ 


down, 


— 1 


When Chriſt giveth thee 
-over, there 15 x0 Lervrontine, 
»o Mediator, 4o more Sacri- 
fice for. Sin : all is gone but 


Judgment, but the Ax, but j5., =. 


a certain fearful looking for 16,27,18 
of Fudgment, and fiery mdig- 
vation, which-ſhall devour the 
adverſaries, I 
Barren Fig-tree , Take 
heed:that thou comeſt nor. - 
to theſe /aſt words, for theſe 
words are a give-up, a caſt. 
up, a caſt-up of a caſt-away: 
after that thou ſhalt cnt it 
own, They areas muchas 


J if Chriſt had faid, Father, 


- begg'd for more time for 
this barren Profeſſor, I beg- 


ged until I ſhould dig abour — ++ 


ur, and dung it; Bur now; 
Father, che tiwe i oat, the 


| year 1s- ended, the Summer © 


| # ended, and no good done; 


F200 


WH -. 
'The'barren Fig-tree. a9 | 
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x20 The batren Fig-tree. Þ 
I: bave alſo tried. with my 
| * aneans, with the Geipel, 1 
 _ havedigged about it ; 1haye | 0! 
hid alſo the fat and hearty || © 
dung- of the Goſpel to it 3 | que 
j 4: , but all comes tonothing, Fas fuſ 
E \ ther, I deliver up this Pro. for 
3  feſſor- to. thee again, I have | ef 
| done, I have doxe all, I have IN] £47 
"i done. praying', and endea- ff 7* 
 {.j - vouring, / wil boldthe bead "9 
Yi # of thine Ax no longer : Take fron 
30 him into the hands of Ju. bric 
þ . .-}, tice, do Juſtice doche Law, | #*, 
| md F(T, will never beg for him more: || "<5 
'4 After that thou ſhalt cut it Y 
down, Wo nnutothem when 
* depart from them, Now is. *2* 
F this Profeſlor left »aked in-$ ” 
deed, naked to God, naked Y "$ 
to Satan, vaked to Sin, zaked' te! 

", to the-Law, -»aked to Death, Þ : 
Mar.9.43- nakgd--to , Hell, naked to": 
Wo Judgment, and zaked to the'F: 
os a gripes} 


i & Hoſc9.1 2: 


| , WE a. 
- The barren Fig-tcee.. 12x 
oripes of a guilty Conſcience, 
and to the torment of that 
ye | worm that never dies, and 
1 © that fire that never ſhall be 
ty quenched. © See that je ve 
| fuſe not him that ſpeaketh; LR] 
0. for if they eſcaped not, who 
well refuſed him that, ſpake on 
ive | earth , much more. ſhall not 
-a- | me eſcape, if we turn a- 
ad | 9) from him that fpeaketh 
tke | from Heaven, From this 
Jus: brief paſs through this Para- 
ble, you have theſe two ge- 
neral Obſervations z 6 W. 
oj Firſt, That even then my S 
on 14 ven the Juſtice of God cries 
, is. Outs 1 cannot. endure to wait © 
in. $9 .this barren Profeſſor any 
hed longer ; Then Jeſus Chriſt 
[{ intercedes for a little more: 
I lime, and a lutle. more Pa > 
Fiience, and a /iitle more ſtri- 
F ving with this Profeflor, if: 
| WY. poſſible 


* 


, * if x Z 
3. # ;A'J 
Py 


fruitful Profeſſor, Lord, let "ts 


The” barren Flg-tree, 
poſſible he may make him-a 


it along this year alſo, until Ih 


; ; 


Grace will end with, cat -t: 
down, with-| udement ; when La 
.Chriſt,- by -his means, hath "B 
been uſed Por their Salvation. RY 


-watians I ſhall paſs, and not 23 
meddle. at | all therewith.s 
'But ſhall briefly ſpeak to ſai 
.the Second, to wat, , 


Jefſors, whoſe day of Grace fiw 


with Fudgment, when" Chrifi 
.by his means hath "beer fed tha 
. for their Salvation. 


ſhall dig about it and dung ity. 
ad if it btar fruit, Well, 8c. Ti 


Secondly, There are ſome 
Profeſſors whoſe Day of 


The-Firſt of .cheſe Obfer-| 


That there are ſome Pro 


will end with, cut it down 


This the Apoſtle ſheweth| 1. 


-in-that-third Chapter-of hiq 1... 


bn an: 


— —_ 


Epiſtle to the Hebrews; when 
he tells us, that the people L” 
of the Fews, after a forty 1-3: 103 : 
-Jears patience, and endea- 
'vour to do them” good by the: 


J led'them through the" Sea, 


The bitren Fig-tree. 22x | 
_— 
1 


1 to 


means appointed for rhat- 
purpoſe, their end was to be 
cut down, or excluded -the- 
Land of Promiſe, for their 
final incredulity, So we ſee- 
they could not enter in, be 
cauſe of Wnbelief, Where-" 
fore ſaith he, 1 was prieved 
with that generation, and 
ſaid, they do alwares erre tn 
their bearts, and" they have: 
not known my waies: So I 
fware in my wrath, they (hall- 
not enter into my reſt, AS\ 
who. ſhould ſay, I would . 
they ſhould have entered in, p 
and: for / that purpoſe T' 
bronghr' them out of Egyp', 


G 2. and”. 


The barren Fig tree. 


and taught them in the W1l- 
derneſs, + but they did not 
anſwer my work, nor deſigns 


' Jn that matter 5 whererfore, 


they (hall nor, I {ware they 
ſhall not, / ſwore in my wrath 
they ſhonld not enter into my 
Reſt, Here is. cutting dows 
with judgment, So again 
Chapter the fourth, he faith, 
As 1 bave ſworn in my wrath, 
it they ſhall enter into my reſt, 
although the works were fi- 
mſhed from the foundation of 
the world. This 'word ifs 1s 
the ſame with [they ſhall 
not}]-in the Chapcer before, 
And where he faith, At- 
though the works were fimiſh- 
ed from the foundation of the 
world, He giveth us to 
underſtand, that what Pre- 


Parations loever are made for 


the Salvation of Sinners, and 


of how long continuance ſo- 
ever 


ee Bv<\ w ow ff © 
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The barren Fig-tree. 


ever they are, yet the God: 
tempting, God-provoking, && 
fruileſs Proffloriis like:to go 
without a ſhare there un 1 


altbough the-works were foniſht 


| from thefoundationof theworld, 
I will therefore. put you un Jude 5,6; 


remembrance, though ye once 
knew thu, how that the Lord 
baving ſaved the people ont of 
the Land of Egypt, after- 
wards deſliroyed them that be- 
lieved not. And the Angels 
that kept not therr firſt eſtate, 
but left their own habitation, 
he bath reſerved in everlaſting 
chains under darkneſs unto the 
Jacgment of the great Day, 
ere 15 an inſtance to pur- 
poſe, an inſtance of men and 
Angels, Mcn ſaved out of . 
the Land of Epypr, and 1n 
their Journey towards Ca- 
aan, the type of Heaven 
(cut down) Angels created, 
G 3 and 


The barren Fig-tree. 


and placed in the Heavens in 
great Eſtate and Principality,. 


.'Fet both theſe, becauſe un- 


\frmucfu] to God in their pla. 


ces, were cat down, the men 


| _ deſtroyed by God ( for lo. 
- faith the Text) and the An- 


gels reſerved in everlaſting 


"chains ynder darkneſs, tothe: 


Judgment of the great day. 
Now, in my handling of 
this point, I' ſhall diſcourſe 


'of. the cutting down, or the: 


'Judgment here denounced, 
as.it reſpeReth the doing of it 


by Gods hand immediately, _ 


and that to, with reſpeR to 


his caſting then out of the 


world. And ot as it reſpet- 


Erh an af of the Church, &c. . 
And as to this cutting down. 
or. Judgment, it muſt be cone. 
cluded that it ca»not be before | 


the day of grace be paſt wuth 
the frg=tree, But according » 
75 X tne 


Che batren Fiz-tree- 
the obſervation, There be 
ſome Profeſſors whiſe day of 


grace will end, with cut ut 


down, and accarding to the 


words of the text, then after 
that, thou ſhalt cut it down. 


After that, that 18, after all. 
my attempts and. endeavours” 
to make it fruitful, after I” 
_ have left it, given it over, - 
* done with it, and havere-- 


ſolved to beſtow wo more 


daies of Grace, opportuities-- 


of Grace, and means of 


Grace - upon it ;.. then after” 
that thou ſhalc cut ic down, - 


I27” 


Befides,. the giving wp of 


the Frgtree', 1s before the * 
execution, Execution 1s not - 
alwaies preſently upon the.” 


Sentence' given 3 for after 


that a convenient time is-- 


thought on, and then 1s oat 
ang down: and fot ishete 


an RE 
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- The barren Fig-free. 
in the Text, The Decree that 


he ſhall periſh, is gathered 


from its continuing fruitleſs 


quite through the laſt year, 
tromits continuing fruitleſs 
at the end of all endeavours : 


But cutting down is not yet , 


fot that comes with an after 


.Wo7d. Then after that tho 
ſhalt cut it down, 
' » Sothen, thatI may order- 


ly proceed with the Obſerva- 
tion, I muſt lay down theſe 
two Propoſitions, 

Firſt, that the day of grace 
ends with ſome men betore 
God takes them our of this 


. world, And, 


Secondly, the death, or 
cutting down of ſuch men will 
be dread{ul. For this cat ut 


- Gown, when it is underſtood . 


in the largeſt ſenfe( as here 1n- 
deed it ought ) it ſheweth, not 


only 


The barren Fig-tree- . I29-- 
only the wrath. of God a= 
oainſt: a mans life in this 
world, but his waath againſt 

him body & Soul, And. 1s as 

much as to ſay ; cut him oft 

from all the priviledges, and 
beneficts that come by grace, 

both in this-world, and that 


which-1s to come... 


S* But to proceed, The day The ay 
of grace ends with ſome men, CO Ir OY L 


before God taketh them ont of 
this world, 1 ſhall give you 
ſome inſtances of this, and fo 
g0 on to-the laſt Propofie 4 IS 
tion. NIE - | 
Firſt,Þ ſhall inflance, Caizz, _ | 
0 doh a- Profeflor, *a Sa Gen 4.3 
crificer,a worthipper of Godzg,,... ., | 
Yea the firſt a. ak Ss OY | 
we read of after the fall ; But. 1 
:his grapes-were wild ones. *, *Gen;,.. | 
bis works were evil, he did'5v.8. © 
not doe what he did, from 
: FT truly 


true Goſpel-motives, There- 


It fore God diſallowed his 


worke, at this his counte= 
nance falls ; Wherefore: he 
envies. his brother, diſputes 
him, takes his opertunity,and 
kills him, now in that day 
that he did thes act, was the 


heavens cloſed up apainſt. 


him,. and that himſelt did 


ſmartingly-and fearfully feel, | 


when God made inquifition 


for the. blood of eAbel, And. 


mow curſed, (aid God, ſhalt 


thou be fromthe earth, which -. 
| 24. hath opened her month to ve- 
_.. > » ceive thy brothers blood from-. 
thy hand, and, &c. gAnt- 

- Cain ſaid, my pumſhment '# :. 
. Preater than T can bear, Mine . 
 Tniqnity i greater than that 
_ 3t.may be forgiven... Bebold,.. 
thou baſt driven 'wie wit 1hve-- 
| day fromthe fate of the —_ 


The barren Fig-tree? '- 
aud from thy-face ſhall The 
hid. Now thou att curſed, 


- faith God, Thou haſt dr 


ven me out thre day, ſaich 


Cain, and from thy face ſhall 


F be hid; I ſhall never more. 
have Hope in thee, Smile 


from thee, nor expect mercy: 
at thy hand,. Thus there-- 
fore,” Cain's: day of Grace 
ended , and the Heavens,. 
with Gods own heart, were 


ſhut up againſt him 5 92t 


afrer this, he lives long. Gen.4.1 1 
- Cattzsng down, was: not come 1 


yet: after the he 1ived to 
marry a wite, to beget- a 
curſed brood, to build a Ci- 


ty, (and what els I know: 
-not) all -whick- could not be- 
-quickly done ; 'Wherefore 
Cain might live after the -day- . 
"of Grace was paſt with him, © _. | 
ſeveral bundred of years, 
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Il Gen.17. 1ſhmael : Iſhmael was a Pro- 
jþ 25226. | feſlor, was brought up in 
| 4 ' Abraham's family,and was 
[| ©1812. circumciſed at thirtees years 
of age, but he was the ſon of 
the boyud-woman, he brought 
not forth good fruit, he was 
A wild Profeſſor. For all 
his Religion, he would ſcoff 
at thoſe that were better then 
himſelf. Well, upon a day 
his brother Iſaac was wean- 
ed, at which time . his father 
made a feaſt and rejoyced be- 
fore the Lord, for that he had 
given him the promiſed Son, 
#t this Iſhmael mocked them, 
-theur Son,and Godly. rejoyce- 
ing. Then came the Sparit of 
| - God upon Sarab and ſhe cri= 
' . ed, Ceſi him ont, caſt out this 
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Secondly, 1 ſhall inſtance» | 


|. ©  bond-woman, and her Son ; for 
[| *-Gent. 21. the Son of * this bond-noman 


LS ed ems & mM WW kvaek ©. 


| froma lot * with the Saints 


.verh us a notable-proof there= 


. died,- notwithſtanding his 


- drowned in the Red Sea, 


The barren Fic-tree. 
ell not be Heir with my Son, © 
With Iſack, Now Panl to. 
the Galatians makes this 
caſting out co be, not only a 
caſting out of Abraham's fa- 
mily, bnt a.caſting out alſo 
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* Gal, 4s 
29930,3-Te | 


1n-Heaven, Alſo Moſes gi- 
of, in ſaying, that when he | 
died, be was gathered to bis 1 
+ People; his people by his T Gen.25. | 
Mothers fide, for ' he was !7 | 
reckoned from her, the Son 
of Hagar, the Son of the | 
Bondwoman, Now ſhe came * Gen.22.9. | 
of the * Epyptiansz So that 
he was ores when he 


Profeſſion, to the place that 
Phajoahand bis boaſt wexe 
gathered to, who wetc 


thele were his People, _ 
$3 & 
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he was of them, both by 


Nature and Diſpoſition, by 


perſecuting as they. did.. Bur 


now, Whex did- the day of 


Grace end with this may, 


Obſerve, and I will ſhew- 


you: Iſhmael was thirteen 
gears old, when he was Cir- 


cumciled, and then was 24-: 
* Gen.17. brabam * 


"vinety years old 
The »ext 
born. So that 


24525326.) and © nive. 
Iſaac was 


Iſhmael was wow Fourteen . 
Now when 
Ihac was weaned (luppolſe he 
ſacke four yeers) by that ac- 
Grace mult. 


by- 
that be was Eighteen years: 


. years of Ape, 


count The dayof JG 


Gen. 25: -be exded- with Iſhmael, 
I2;I3514, 
1516317. 


"old. For that day he mock- 


-ed, ' that day it was faid, Caſt" 
him out, and of that cating 
out, the Apoſtle makes what 
Beware ye. 


youngs . 


I .have-faid, 


year” 


of Grace was paſt. 


Thirdly, - 1 ſhall inſtance 
Eſan-alſo was a Pro- Gen. 25. 

'| feflor, he was. born unto 27925529» -+ 
Iſaac, and circumciſed” ac- 375: 


Efau. 


cording to the Cuſtom : but 
Eſaw was a pameſom Þro- 
feſſw,) an huncl. man, 4 wer 


of the field ; alſo he was wed- 
fed to his Lufts, which he. 
did-allo venture t0 keep, re». 
ther than the. Birth-right«-. 
upon « day, - when- 
-he. came from-hunting, and: 
-was faint, be fold his Birth=-- 
: right to Facob his: brother, f 
Now the. Birth-rightin thoſe- 
7, days,... 


Wall, 


The barren Fig-tree-. 2; 


young , barren Profeſſors... 
| Now 1ſhmael lived an buz. 
dred and nmeteen years after-- 
this, in great tranquillity-. 
and houour with men ; aſter © 
| this he alſo begat rwelve + 
Princes, even after his day-- 
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days,” had the Promiſe and 
Bletſhing annexed to it, Yea, 
they were ſo entailed 5x the, 
that the one could not go 
without the other, where. 
fore the Apoſtles Caution is 


here of weight ; Take heed, | 
ſaith he, left there be among 


yore @ Formcator, or profane 
perſon as Eſau, who, for one 


Mor ſel of meat ſold bis Birth-. 


right ; for ye know how that 
afterwards, when he would 
have inherited the Bleſſing, he 
was rejefted; for be found no 
plare of Repentance, though 
he ſought it carefully with 
tears, Now the ending of 
Eſau's day of Grace is to be 
reckoned from: his ſelling of 


his Birth-right : For there 


the Apoſtle points it, ' let 
there be among you | any,, 


that like Eſan,ſclls his Birth- | 
WI mg Þ 


Eo 


The barren Fig-tree. | 
right : for then goes hence 
the Bleſſing allo. 

But Eſau ſold his Birth- 
right long before his death, 
Twenty years aſter this, Fa- 


{cob was with Laban, and 
when he returned home, his Gcn-31-4r 
brother Eſa# met him, Fur. © 36: 


ther, after this when Facob 


| dwelt again ſome time with 


his Father, then Facob and 


Eſax buried him. Iſuppoſe 


forrſcore years after he had 
ſold his Birch-right. And fo 
conſequencly had put him- 
ſelf uut cfihe Grace of God, 
Three things I would ſur. 
ther note upon theſe three 
Profeflors, ; 
Firſt, Cain an angry Pro- 


he. might live above forty, & 35.28; 
yea for-ought I know, above 29. 


teflor, Iſhmael a mocking 
| one, Eſas a luſttul, game- 
| {ome 
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ſome one : Three Symptoms 
of a barren Profeſſor. For he 
that can be angry, and that 
can mock, and that can in. 


dulge his Luſts, cannot | 


bring forth fruit to'Godi- | 
© Secondly, The Day of 
Grace ended with theſe Pro- 
feſlors at that time when they 
.commurted ſome grievous 


 'Smz* Cair's, when he killed | 


his Brother ;..1ſhwael's when 
he mocked at Iſaac, &co 
and Eſaw when out of love 
to his Luſts, he deſpiſed, ard 
ſold his Birth-right, Beware: 
barren Profeſlur. Thos 
mf do that 11 balf a quarter 
of an hour, from the evil of 
which thou maiſt not be deli- 
wired for ever and ever. 


Thirdly, Yet theſe three; 


-afier their day of Grace was 


ne 


.over, lived better lives,:.as| 


The- barren Fig-tree. 
they did before; Cain, af- 
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| to outward things, than ever Gen.4.t7, 


ter this, was Lord of a City, & 1920. 


Iſhmatl was »f er this, father 


after this, told his Brother, 
IT have enough, my brother, 
keep that thou haſt to thy ſelf. 
Eaſe, and Peace, and a pro. 
ſperons life in outwards, 1s 


. no ſign of the favour of God 


to a barren and fruitleſs Pro< 
feflor 5; But - rather - of his 


wrath, that thereby he may- 
| be. capable to treaſure up 
| 2wore Wrath, againſt the day 
| of wrath and revelation of 


- © . 6, | 
j of twelve Princes,. and Eſau hats 


& 33-0,94.. 


the righteous judpment of Gods . 


Let thus much ſerve. for 
the proof of the f+// Propo- 


| ſir10n, namely, i ba' the day-- 


of Grace ends with ſome meny 


before God takes them ont of 


this worid. © | 
Now then,.to ſhew you, 


The barren Fig-tree. 
| by fome Signs, how you 
may know that the day of 
Grace 1s ended, or near to 
ending with the Barren Pro- 
feflor 5 And' after that thou 


ſhalt cut it down. 
Firſt, He thar hath ſtood 


it out againſt (30g; and that 


hath withſtood all thoſe 
means for fruit, that -God 
hath uſed for the making of 


him (if it might have been). 


a fruitful tree 1n Iis garden, 
he is in this danger; and this 
indeed is the ſum of the Pa- 
rable; The Fig-tree here 
mentioned, was-bleſled with 
the application of means, had 


Time allowed 1t to receive the | 


nouriſhment 5 But ic out- 
ftood, with-ſtood , - over 
ſtood all, all chat the Hy- 


band.man did, all chat the 


Vine. drefler did, 


Sons 


| 


| The barren Fig-fri. 
S1pns of being paſt © 
Bar a little diſtinAly to 
four or five 


particularize in 
Particulars :- 


| cries, cnt it down. 
are ſome men that ſffeal into _. 
a Profeſſion, wo body knows 
bow ; even as this Fig-tree 
was brought into the Vine- jh.6.26, 
yard, by other hands than 
foods: and there they abide Gen. 21, 
[liveleſs, gracelefs, carelels, 
ad without any good Con- 


ſrience ts God at all, 


loaves, for a trade, for 


YACEa 


Firſt, The day of Grace 1s 
like to be paſt, when a Pro. 
feflor hath wichſt5od,abuled, 
ani worn ont Gods patience, 
then he 1s in danger, this 1s 
a provocation, then God 
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F, Sign, | 


There 


Per- 


haps they came in for the 
credit, 
for a blind ; or it may be to 


kifle,& choak the checks, 8: 
: s grinding 


20,22523, 
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30. 


Amos 6.1. 


I Sam. 15, 
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grinding pangs of an awas 
kened, and diſquieted, Con= 
ſcience. Now having obtain'd 
their purpoſe, hike the Sin 
2ers of Son, they are at cage, 
and ſecure; Saying like Agag, 
Sgrely the bitterneſs of Death 
25 paſt; lam well, ſhall be 
ſaved, and go to Heaven : 


Thus in ' theſe vain conceits | 


xt ſpends a year, two, or three, 
not remembring that at every 
Seaſon of' Grace, and at e- 
wry opportunity of the 
Goſpel, tho Lord comes ſeek; 


ing fruit. Well, Sinner, well, 


barren Fig-tree, this 1s but 


a courſe beginning; God 


comes for fruiz, What have 
I here, ſaich God what 2 
Fig-tree is this, that hat 


{ſtood this year in my Vines]: 


yard, and brought nie forth 
no fruit, I will cry unto 
hin, 


- A 


e barren Fig-tree. 


-*himyProfeſſor 1 Barren Fug- 
tree, be fruitful! I look tor 
fruir, I expeR fruit, I muſt 
-have fruit, cherefore bethink 


thy ſelf, At theſe che-Pro- 
feſlor pauſes 3 but theſe are 


words, not blows, therefore 


off goes this conſideration 


from the heart : When God 


comes the next yeat, he finds 


im Kill :as he was,a barrey, 


truitlefs camber-ground- And 
now again he complains, 
here are two years gore, and 


-o fruit appears; Well, IL 
 willdefer mine anger for my'1fa.48.9. 
name ſake, . . 


FI will defer 
mine anger for my praiſe, / 
will refrain from thee, that 


| 1 cat thee not off (as yet.) 1 


will wait, I will yet wait 


to be gracious. But this helps 
not, this hath not the leaſt 


influ. 
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1 Iude 4: 


The barren Figs-tree. 
influence upon the barren 
Fig-tree, Twfh, ſaith he,here 
1S zo Threatning : God #« 
merciful, he will defer his 
anger, He waits to be gra- 
cious: I am not yet afraid, 
O how ungodly Men, 
that are at unawares crept 
into the Vineyard, how do 
they taru the Grace of our 
God into laſcrvronſneſs. Well, 
he comes the third year for 
fruit, as he did before, but 


Rill be finds but 4 Does Fi g- 
zree 3 No fruit : now he cries. 


out again, O thou dreſſer of 
w7 Vinejard, come huther, 

here's a Fig-tree hath ſtood 
theſe three zears in my Vine- 
yard,and hath at every ſeaſon 
diſappointed my expectation, 
for I have looked for fruitin 


vain, Cut 3t downs my patl-. 


ENce 


T7 
ence 1 
03 th, 

2, 


to 


his c 


the « 
deat! 
called 
{mite 
with; 


| Sinn 


on a 
him 

my 

raince 
t 1th 
Repe 
therec 
thu 1 
this b 
At «| 
grim 
ber, 
with 


his chreacnings:; fetch out 


Xhe barren Fig-free- 145 | { 


ence is worn out, / ſhill wart 
02 the Fig- tr;e n0 longer, 


2. And now He- begins 
to ſhake rhe Fg. tree wick 


the Gr, now the Ax 18. 
death, Death therefore is 
called for, Death come, 
{mite me the Fig-tree, and 
withal the Lord ſhakes this 


| Sinner, and whirls him up- . 
on a Sick-bed, ſaying, Take . 


him Death, he hath abuſcd 


my Patience and Forbea- 


rance, not rememoring that 
1t ſhouid have led him to 
Repenrance, and to the fruits 
thereof, Death, fetch away 
thu Fig-tree to the fire, ſerch 
this barren Profeſſor to Hell; 
At this, Dearh comes with 
grim looks into the Cham 


= yea and Fel: follows 


ich him-co the B. d-lide, Rer, 6-8, 
1 and 


Rom. 2.3» , | j if 
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5 - and both ſtare this Profeſſor | 4a 
in the face, yea, begin to. 
'lay hands upon him.z one 
:fmiting him with pains 1n his 


& 


Body,wich Head-ach, Heart- 


. ach, Back-ach, Shortneſs of |. 


"Breath , 'FajzGng Qualms, 


Trembling of**Joints, Stops. 
"ping at the Cheſt, and al- 


moſt all the Sywptomes of a 
man paſt all recovery, Now 
while Death is thus rormen. 


ting the Body, Helis doing] 
.- with the Mind and Cone. 
ſcience, ſtriking them with 
its Pains, caſting ſparks of| 


Fire in thither, wounding 
with ſorrows and fears of 
everlalting damnation, the 


| ſpirit of chis p*or creature: 


And now. he begins to be- 
think himſelf, and to cry tg 
(God. for mercy ; Lord, ſpar 


"we, | Lord, ſpare MF. Nayi » 


; 


oY ; I 


"ſaith God, you have. been a 


"The birrenFig-tree. 


a Provocation to me, theſe 
three years. How many 


_timeshave you diſappointed 


me? How. many ſeaſons 
have you ſpent in vain? How 


© - many. Sermons- and. other 


Mercies di&I of my patience 
afford you? bur all to-no 
-purpole at all, Taks bim 


| Path. O good Lord, faith 


the Sinner,, Spare me but 
this once. Raiſe. me but this 
once, Indeed I have been a 


barren Profeſſor, and have. 


ſtood to no purpoſeat all in 
thy Vine-yard : But ſpare! 


O ſpare, tb one time, 1 be- - 


ſeech thee, and I will be 


' better. ge Away, away, Yor. * 


will not, LI have tried you 
theſe three years ahealy, 
yap ace nought ;” If ſhould 
recover. you again, you 


H- 2 would 
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would be as bad as you was 
before (and all this calk 1s 
v-hile Death ſtands by.) The 


'&:nner cries again, Good 


Lord, try:me- th ozce, lec 
me get up again ths once, 
and ſee it I do not mend, 
But will you promiſe me to 


mend ? yes indeed, Lord,and 


vow it £09 31 will never beſo 
bad ..again, 1-will. be better, 
Well, faich God, Death, let 
this Proteſfor alone for thes 
time, 1 will try hima while 
longer, -he hach promiſed, 
he bath vowed that hewill 
amend his waies, Ir may'be 


he will mind to keep .his 


Promiſes. Vows are folemn 
thirgs, it may be he may 
fear to break, his vows : arile 
ffom. off thy bed, and .now 
God laies down his Av. . At 
this the poor Creatuie 15 very 
$3a0%;ul, praiſes God, and 


fawuns 


The barren Figetree. 249 |} 
fans upon him, . fhews as if | 
he did it heartily, and calls 
to others to thank him too. 
He therefore riſech as one 
would think, to be a new. 
creature indeed, But by 
that. he hath put on his 
cÞaths; is come down from 
his bed, and ventured into 
the Yard, or Shop, and” 
there fees how all things are | 
ne to Sixes and Sevens 
| e .begins to have Second 
Wis ghts : and fajes to. his 
folks. What have. you all 
| been doing? * How are «1 
: .| things out "of order? 1 am 
T'cannot ell what bekiad. 
1. '| hand; one may. ſeef a man 
be but a little a to-fide; that 
- you have neither wildome, 
; nor prudence to order things: 
' And now, inſtead of ſeeking 
4 | to ſpend the. reſt of his tiae 


> 2 


The barren Fig-tree; 
to God, he. doubleth bis di- 
Iigence after this world. A=. | 
las, all muſt not be loſt, we 
muſt. bave. a provideut Care :- 
and thus quite forgetting the 
ſorrows of Death, the pains: 
of Hell, che Promiſes and - 
| Vows which he made toGod- 
'P tobe better: Becauſe Fudg- | 
"FA ment ws not (now) Seeduly:: 
| execnted, therefore the beart- 
of this poor creature 1s fully. 
ſet in him todo evil, | 
Theſe things proving ins« | 
_ effeRual, God takes bold of- pl: 
his Ax again, ſends Death. | wy 
to-a Wite, to. a Child, to} #*: 
his Cattle, ( your-young mer | 
| * Amos 4. bave I * ſlain, and taken a» | 5s 
9,10 way your borſes) I will: blaſt re 
him, crofs. him, diſappoint .| s'i 
him, and caſt: him. downy..] þi 
and will fer my ſelf againſt | mw 
him, 3» all that heputteth bis 
hard 
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and with all he cumbleth the-- 


The barren Fiq-tree-- 
band utto; Ac this the poor 
Barren A sf cries Out a». 
gain, Lord, I, have ſinned, F 
fpare me once more,T beſeech_ | 
thee. O take not away the- 
defire of mine eyes, {pare my 
Ehildren, bleſs me in my la. 
bours, and I will mend, and: 
be better, No, ſaith God,you- 

Iyed to me laſt time, I will 
truſt you, 8» the, no longer, 


Wafe, the Ghild, the-Eftate, . 
into a grave: 

- And then recurhes to his : 
place, till this Profefior more © It i! 
unfeignedly acknowledgeth » j5,rq1-: I 
*-his offence. | I4-15, 8: || 

At this the poor creature 
is. afflicted and ' diftreſied,. 
rents his cloaths, and 'be- 
ging to call the breaking of it 
his Promiſe and Vows top t Kin, 20) OT 
mind, he mourns and praies, 9, © ||} 


H4 ang 


The bar: Nig trees 
anc like Ahab, a while walks 
fefily, ar: the remembrance 
of the juſtneſs of the hand of 
God-upon him, And now 
he. renews his Promiles, 
Lord try me this one time 
ware, take oft-\hy hand and 
lee, They po far as never 
tar, weil God fpareth 


him again, fers down his Ax 


-”.: . again (Many.times He did 
v7 FX 

Pſa}, 106. de:zver them, bat they pro- 
"43s 
Jx. 


viked him with their Coune 
fels, and were brought low 
for their Iniquities), Now 
they ſeem to-be thankful a. 
gain, andare as if they were 
reſolved to be Godly indeed, 
Now they Read, they Pray, 
they go to Meetings, and 
ſeem to: be ſericus..a., pretty 
while, but ar. laſt they fur. 


get, Their Luſrs prick them, | 
ſunra» 


The barren Fig-tree. 153 M 
ſvicable Temptations preſent 
themlelyes:- wherefore they 
turn to. their own crooked 
waies again... When be ſlew w Pal ak 
them, then they ſon bt him, * 54-366 
and returned early p16 God, 
nevertheleſs they did flatter 
him with their mouth, and 
lzed. unto. bm. wth their 
Fngue.”, 

4+. Yet again, , The Lord 
will not leave this Profeſſor, 
but will-rake up his ax again, 
aud will puc him . under Fat 
mare. . heart-ſearching Min: 
firy, 2 Miniftry chats ſhall 
ſearch him, . and .turn bim 
over and .over, A 'Miniſtry 
chat ſhall meer with my as 
Elijah; mer; with Abab 
all. his-aQs. .of . hp 


_ (and now: (arngt 721d to 
the roots of tht he? TER 
is, Miviſtry . doth not only 

E la H:s ſearch. 
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The barren Fig-free; 


ſearch. the heart, but pre-. 


ſentech the Sinner with the - 
Golden raies of the glorious 


Goſpel 3 Now .is Chriſt Fe- 
ſus ſet forth evidently, now 


is Grace diſplaied ſweetly ;_ 
Now, now.are the Promiſes 


broken like Boxes of Otnt- 


went, . to the" perfuming of . 
the whole room.. But alas; 


there & jet. no fruit on this... 


PFq-tree. While his heart is 


ſearching, he. wrangles ;.. 


while the glorious Grace of 


the Goſpel is unvailing, . this . 
Pcofeffor wags and 1s wan -. 
ton,. gathers up ſome ſcraps; . 


thereof, . Taſtes the good ward-.: 


him, Bar 


, of God, . and the powersof thi. , 
6.3. world to come, Drinketh' 1n-, 
:. thisrainthat-.comes oft upori-.. 
Bui Ivingerb not. forth - 
fruit ment for bim, whoſe -. 
GofFul it 15; rakes no heed t6+. 
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walk inthe Law of the Lord »Kin, 191} Þ 
| God of Ifracl, with all bis 3. Ih | 


ſiſteth in talk. and-ſhewz. and: 


think the Kingdom- of God on 


means alſo. 


 to-ſmite the--Sinner, - = be- -- 


The barren Fig-tree. 55 


heart ; but counteth that the 
glory of the Goſpel con- 
that our. obedience thereto :.. 
is-a matter of Specnlations”.. + 
that good works: lie in good-+ | 
words, and if-they can fine- | 
ly talk, they think:they |} 
bravely pleaſe God. They |, YI} 


confiſteth only in word, aot 
mm power : and thus pro-- 
veth 'ineffeual. this. Fourth: - 


5.. Well, Now the Ax 
begins to be heaved higher,. 
for-now indeed God is ready - 


fore he will Rrike che ſiroxk,... 
he will try one way more at ©. - 


— — , %* - 
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i The tarren Figetree: 


a 


frag with this Profeſſor by 

"Opirit, Wherefore the 
Spirit of the Lord is now 
come to him: But »0t alwaies 

to ftrive with man, yet a 
hiſt he, will firive with 
him, he will awakex, he 


Ge n.6.8;. 


remembrance former Sins, 


"BOL former Judgments,the breach . 
F {i of former Vows and Pro- 


miſes, the miſpending of 
former Days; he wall alfo 
preſent perſw afive Argu- 
ments, encouraging Pro 
raiſes , dreadful Judge- 
ments, the ſhortneſs of time 
ro repent in z, and that there 


[| Zac 7.119 js hope if he come,, Farther, 
as he will ſhew him the cer- 


rainty of Deach; and of the 
PE nl t.to.come ; yea, He 


vi pull and Nrjve wh this . 
S1nneGs . 


k this laſt way is to tug, 41d : 


Will convince, he will call'to 


Tpe barren Fig-tree. - 857 II} 
Sinner, But, behold, the” . iN 
mifchief now lies hereggherc - 
1s. tugging and ſtriving on 
bach ſides. The Spzrit one wil 
vinces, the may turns a deat , + WA 
ear to God ; the Spirit ſaith, ata "y iN | 
Receive my inſtruction and | 
live ; but the m4 pulls a» 
way his Shoulder ;,,the Spi- 
rit ſhews him, whicher he is 
going,., but the ms cloſerh 
his eyes againſt it 5 the Sp= 
r:t offereth violence, the may 
ftrives and reſiſts, They bave 
done deffite unto the Spirit of 
Grace. The Spirit parhetb 
a Second time, and wreeth 
Reaſons of a' new nature; " 
'But-che Sinner anſwereth, Amos 4+. | I 
T7, | No, Thave loved Strangerr, ©*9:19>-. ||| 
I- and after them | will go. At il 
he | this Gods fury comes up m- 
Je | ta his face,now he comey aut - 
vs . | of his holy place,and is tex- . 
bo | $5 4/8 | rible., 
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[| 52 The harren- Fig-ttee;. 
| rible': now He ſweareth is - | { 
+ bis wrath, they ſhall nevey-: 


. why doth- it - cumber} the: 


enter. mnto bu veſt, 1 exer» 
ciſed towards yon..my Pa. 
tience, . yet- . you have not- 
turned unco me, fſatth the:: 
Eord. I ſmote you 1n your +. 
Perſon, in your Relations, 

n.your Eſtate, yet you have: 
net returned unto me, faith 
the Lord, 1» thy filrhineſs 
-lewdneſs, becauſe 1 bave- 
purged thee,. and. thos waſt * 
ot purged; thos ſhalt not -be- 
purged from thy filthineſs any-| 
avore, til I cauſe my: fry to 
reſt upow thee, Cut it down, 


| gronnd, 


| quite) paſt Grace, is, when 


- ny 
£4: - 
; 4:1 


The- barren Fig-tree-. 


God bath given bhimover, or- | 
lets him alone,. and ſaffers- | 
him to do any thing, and. 
that without controul, help- 

eth him. not either in works 


of Holineſg, or m fireights Hoſ. acts; if | 


&:difficulties. Ephraim 8 joy- 
ned to Idols let him alone; Wo 
beito them when [ depart from Pro 1. 262. 


them. I will langh at their 25,26527ge | Uh 


Calamities,and mill work, when* 
their fear cometh, 
Barren Fig-tree, thou haſt-- 


| . beretofore been.digged about, .. 


and dunged, God's ar" oh] - 
hath heretofore. been: ar thy-. | 
roors, Goſpel dung. | hath 
Herecofore been applyedt _ 
thee; thou haſt. heretofore - 

been ſtrove. with, convinced, . 

dwak ened,made to taſte'and” 


4.41 fee, and crie,Q+he bleſſedneſr 'F 


Do 
eN 


Thonba keretofore been mer.. 
wh; 


4 
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F 36 The barren Fig+tree; 


wich under the Word, thy 
heart. bach melced, thy Spi- 
ric hath fallen, thy Soul 
hath trembled, and thou baſt 


- felt ſomething: of the Power 


of the Goſpel, - But thou 
haſt finned, .thou -haſt pro. 
voked the"eycs of his Glory, 
thy iniquity is found to be 


_ hateful,.. and, now-. perhaps 


God hath left thee, fgiven 


* thee ups. and lets thee alone. * 


Heretofore thou waſt cen- 


der,- thy. Conſcience-ſtartled 
atthe tempationto w.icked+ 
| S: Pet.2. neſs; for thow wert -taken off 
| 20,21»22+ .from:-; the- pollutions: - of the 
| world,: through 'the knows 
lidg of tur Lord- and Saviour 


Jeſus: Chriſt 5..but that .yery 
$omnit;that once thow) were 
wrned from, now thou-lape 


\peſt vp;Þ "with the dog in the + 
Proverb againz and. that ve= . 
ke ys 


The-batren Fig-tree.: 
ry Mire, that once thou 
ſeemeſt to lie waſhed from, 
in. that very mire. thou-now 
art tumbling «freſh, But to 
particu'arize, there are three 
Signs of a mans being given 
over of God, 

I, When he is let alone 
in. Sinning, - when the reins He is Ict 
of bis Inſts are looſed, and he ?lone in 
given up to them, And even tr 
# they did not like to retarn 


- God in their knowledg, God 


gave them over to a reprobate © 
mind, to do thoſe things which 

are not convenient;  beiy 

filed with all anrighteonſneſs. 

Sgeſt thou a man that hereto« 

fore- had the knowledg of 

God, and that had ſome awe 

of his Majeſty:upon  himg. I 

ſay, ſeeſt thou fuch Ware: 5 
Sporting. bimſelf in bis ann $00 2hs 
diceivings, turning the Grace 29700 20 
| of 
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F- 362 Fhe- barren Fig-trie, 


| Jad, 4-18, 


of our God into Laſciviouſs | 

. neſs, and walking after his- Per 

own ungodly Luſts; his: | F* 
Judgment now of a long Fol 

2 Pet.2,13, £1me lingereth not, a»d big. | MR 
ED Damnation ſlumbereth- not. . 
Doſt thou hear, barren Pro- hat 
feflor, It is aſtoniſhing to ſee, . 
how thoſe that once ſeemed | ##s 
Sons of the Morning, and. | %% 
were making Preparations-. | 7% 
for Eternal Life, now at laſt; | {4 
for the rottenneſs of their | J# 
hearts, by the juſt Judg-- | B4 
 ment-of God. to be. per. he 
Eph.4-18, mitted, being paſt feelings. 
T'9e to give themlclves over unto all 
laſciviouſnels, to work all un-. 

cleanneſs with-greedineſs. A al 

great number of ſuch were- 

in the firſt Goſpel-days; a- | ® 

eainſt whom Piter, and: 

Fude, and Fobn pronounceth In 
the heavy Judgmeur of God." | {Þ 
| Peter- 


CY 


The barren Fig tree. 263: j 
Peter and Fude couple them x Pet.2-3;.) I 
with the fallen Angels ; and 45:6:7+ 
Febn forbids that prayer be 
made-for them, becauſerhat- F: 
is happened unto them, that- \f 
hath happened to the Angels | 
that fell, wbo for forſaking Jude's, 6; 
their firſt fate, and for-ilea- 7,8- 
wing their onn habitation, are Jak 21 
reſerved in chains under ever- 16, © 
lafting darkprſe, unto > | 

udpment of the great Day. \F410t 
June Fig-tree , Doſt thow . | Mt 
hear ? nh 

Firft, Thele are beyond: 
all Mercy. 

Secondly,Theſc are beyond 
all Promiſes. 

Thirdly, Theic are beyond - 
all hopes of Repentance. 

Fourth]y, Theſe have no- 
Interceflor, nor any more- Fo 
ſhare in a Sacrifice for Sin. 11 

Fifibly, For theſe remains 4 
nothing, 


w—_ 
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| ih f 64. The-barren Fig-tree; 
” nothing, buta ſearful look- 


——— — —— —— _ —-—v 
» 
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mg for of Judgment, 
Stxthly,. Wherefore theſe 


are the true Fugatives and-] 


Vapabonds, that being left 


. of God, of Chriſt, of Grace, 


of the Promiſe, and- being 


beyoird. all hope, wander 


and Rtragple to and fro, even 
as the Devil, their aflociate, 
until their 1jme* ſhall come 
to die , or until they des 


:ſcend in Battle, and periſh.” 


' Heis left 2, Wherefore they are ſet 
in kearing-alone-in Hearing, IF theſe þ 


at any time come under the 


word, there is-for- them .»o 


God, #0 ſayour-of rhe-means 


of Grace, #o ſtirrings of heart, 


no pity for themfelves,no love 
ta their own Salvation. Let 


them look on. this hand or | 
that , there. they. ſee ſuch 4 


ſor. oo 
3+ 'Ttche be viſited after xe  lef+ 
Jthe common. way. of Mans mh Af- 
]kind, either wich Sickneſs, #0, 
Fs Diſtreſs, 


T whe barren Fig-tre: x 


efle&s of the Wor in others, 
as produceth 6bgns of Repen= 


have their backs bowed down 


have the ſpirit of ſlamber, eyes 
that they. ſhou/d not ſet, and 
ears that they ſhould not bear 
to this very day. Wherefore 
a5 they go tothe place of the 
holy ; So they comefrom the 
place of the boly, and ſor are 
for gotten un the places where 
they ſo did. Only they reap 


rightcous judgment of God. 
Look to 1hbarren Profeſ= 


} 


65 


rance, and love to God and Romart, 
"| his Chriſt, Theſe men only 8, 9,10. 


alway, Theſe men only, xcc, 8.10, 


*% - v 


þthis damage, They treafure Rom, 2. 
«p wrath again} the day of 34:5 


wrath, and revelation of the 


- 


07. £90 The, barren Fig-free., Þ 2 


* -lamity,, » {tl no God ap=: *Qon 
©, pearcth, no ſanRifying'hand J- and 
-of God, flo ſpecial Mercy ig |-him 
mixed -with the 'Aſfii&ion, | his 
But he falls ſick, and grows Þ-thi: 
- well, "ike the beaſt; or isÞ thei 
-- ungex diftrels, as Saul, whaP* 
when he was engaged by the |! wh 
Philiftines, was forſaken and} the 
| Jeftof God, 44d the Phis}; fro 
Jiſtins : gathered themſelvet|- fro 
together, and came and pitcheÞ Se 
-ed 18 Shunem;. axd Saul. ga+F--no 
thered all Iſrael tegetber, andÞ; thi 

- they pitched 3n Gilboa : AudÞha 
, © 'when Saul ſaw the Hoſt of | the 
'#be Philiſtins, be was afraid,þ;* or 
_ and 'hus-brart greatly trams the 
bled. And Wes Saul emf ye 
quired of the Lord, the Lorl 1» 
- #1ſwered bim nc more, neu ber] ve 
by Dreams, nor by Urim, zo fo 
by Prephets. The Lord an Lt 
Tn” ſ\weredf- + 


© [7 Sam+2s, 
' 550+ 
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"The barren Fig-tree. 
kowered him #0 more, Hehad 
done with him, caſt him off, _ 
nd}J-and rejeed. him, and leſt - bl 
y is | him to ftand afd fall with * - 41 | 
on, Þ+his fins by himſelf.” Bur'of | I 
>w$].chis more in the Concluſion, 1 [| 


my 


oY 
ap-} 


W'} therefore I here Pybear. 
tha” 4. Theſe men- may go Heis left 
the Ther they will, do what todo what - 


| 
andj”they will, chey may 'range he wIk On ill 


vh 
his}: from Opinion to Opinion, 2 ___ 


{from Notion toNotion,from | WV 
cheÞ Set? to Seft, but arcſtedfafs 110M 
ef -.n0- where, they are lefe to BI || 
andF- their own uncercainties:they nl: ||| 
Andſ-have not Grace to eſtabliſh -. + M11} 
Bl ” their hearts, and though. 
ſome of them have boaſted ens ol | 
” themle!ves of this Liberty 3 ll | 
[yer Fude calls them wander- | 
: Stars, .to whom. ts reſer- Jude13. ff 
$8.4 the blackneſs of darkneſs {1 
"Y for ever They are let, as 14 
: Irold you befoie, ro be Fas! 
garives, 


Ads 1.5. 


Rom 2.5. 


Ex0.9. 14. Pharach,when he ſpake of dcs 0 


Where, until they thall de- 


" neſs of his Anger, ] wil at+| Si 


Lhe barren Fig'free; A 
gatives and Vagabondsin the Þ my 
Earth, to wander every. 

where , but to abide ng 


ſcend to thetr own place, with 
Cats and Judas, men of the. 
lame-face with themſelves. | 
A Third Segy, "” 
Tairdly, Another Sign, ' 
that ſuch a Profeſſor is quite | 
paſt Grace, is, when his 
heart 1s grown ſo hard, ſg 
ſtory and umpenetrable, that 
nothing will pierce it, Barren 
Fig-tree, Doſt thou corfider ? 
A hard and impenitent heart 
15 the Curle of God, A heart 
that cannot repent, is inſtead 
of ail plaguey at once 3 And 
hence 1t 15 that God ſaid of 


vering hm up inthe great; 


this time, laith he, ſend Ts den 


my. 


e || ble that chey ſhould ever 

is | repent ſhould they live a 

9” | thonſand years, It # impoſſible Heb*6,49 

xt | for thoſe Fall-a-waies. to be 5** 

n | renewed apain unto Repen- 

? | tence, ſeeing they cruci fie to 

rt | themſelves the Son of God 

t | afreſh, and put bim to open 

d | ſheams, Now to have the 

d | heart fo bardened, ſo judici- 

of. | ally bardened, this is as a bar 

ce | put in by the Lord God, a- 

t=-;| gainft rhe Salvation of tha | 
2t-+| Sinner, This was the bur- 1 
es {den of Spira's complaint, 7 | 
vp | cannot do it ; O now I cannot | 


0 > Þ}- © *% OO 
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| 9 Plagues upon thy beart. 
1}. To tome men that have 
grievoully ſinned under a 
Profeſſion of the. Goſpel 
God giveth this Tokes of his 
Difpleaſure, chey are denied | 
the Power of Repentance, Þ || 
iſ their heart is bound, they 
] cannot repent: Ir is impoſſi- 


( 


he pulled*away. his ſhoulder 
before, -he ſtopped his ears 


| before, he ſhut up his: eyes 


. before, and in that very po- 


' . flurGod left bim, and fo he 
' ſtands to this very day, *I 


q Geii. 199 
ET 26. | 


I have had a fancy,that Lot's 
wite, when ſhe was turned 


. Into. a. Pillar of Salt, Rood 


'. ye: looking over her thoul 


der, or. elſe with her face 


. towards Sodows; as the judg- 
- ment caught her, ſo it bound 
' her, and left her a Monu. 
-.ment of -Gods anger to after- 


Generations... | 


We read .of ſomethat-are 


that are paſt feel, . for bo 


 Teared perſons, in ſeared 'parts' 
TG. are 


| ſeared with an hot op). and| 


AE 408 


The barren Fig-tree, P 

This man ſees what he hath Þ 
done, what ſhould help him, Þ :3'*© 
9. and. what will become of ] 
. him, Ferhe cannot repent ; | 


*.1 


FP 


in, 


th Þ 


44 
by : 


*The-barren Fig-tree. T7r _ 


> are, Their Conſcience js © 14-4. 3: 


__ 


a(lzep in ſin. 


"feared, The Canſcience is 
the thing that muſt-be couch» 
ed with feeling fear and Fee 
- mor[e, if ever -any good be 
done with the Sinner, . How . 
then can any good be.done 
.. to thoſe whoſe Conſaence 1s 


"# worſe than that, that 1s faſt 


For that Con- 


ſcience chat is fall aſleep, niay EPÞ.4-19- 
yet be cfteRually awakened 

and ſaved ; but that Con- 

ſcience that #5 ſeared, dried, - - 
as-it were into a Cinder, can | 
never have ſenſe, feeling, or- 


theleaſt regret in this world, 


+ ſome ava þ 


+ Barren Fig-tree, bearken, ju- 
dicial hardening u dreadful; 
There 4s: a .. difference be. 

. twixt that hardneſs of heart, 
that. 3s incidene to all men 
and-that which. comes upon _ 


gnal or ſpecial 


Ws 


Judg- 


Þ 


172 


The barren Fig-tree. 


| cond kind, is a Judgment 
peculiar only to them that 


W]. [ISam. 6.6, 
| x Rom, 25 


203 21. 


| oufly before him : Such | 


periſh ; An hardneſs that is 


Tent as a puniſhment, for the 
abuſe of light recerved, for a 
reward of eApoſtacy. 


This Fnd:c:al hardneſs is 


diſcovered from that which 


1s incident to all men in theſe 
particulars, 

x. It 1s an hardneſs that 
comes after ſome great Light 
Teceived , Becauſe of ſome 


great Sin committed geil 


that. Light, and the Grace 
that gave it. Such hardneſs 


as Pharaoh had, after the 


Lord had wrought wonder. 


 bardnef's 


a” 


\® 
Judgment of God: and a& }. , : 


though all kind of hardneſs 
of Heart, in ſome ſenſe, may 
be called a Judgment, yet 
to be hardened with this Se. 


4 


« 


| - The barren Fig+tree., 3573 

"R, hardneſs. as the Gentiles had, _ + | 

© | © hardneſs which darkened 

Y | the heart, a bardneſs. which 

. _ bro re ap nh 

* | The hardneſs 1s alfo the ſame, . 

"| with that the Hebrews are mgd-Hiby 

cautioned: to bewareof 3 an 1213. 

pe | Pardneſs that is cauſed by 

_ Unbelief, and a- departing 

from the Living Gol ; an 

| hardneſs compleated through 

h | the deceitfulneſs of Sin : Such | 

as thac inthe Provocation, of 

whom God [ware, that they 

ar | ſhould not enter into his- 

be |- Reſt. *Twas chis kind of 

hardneſs allo that both Cain, 

i and {ſhmael, and Eſau were 
hardened with, after they 


k had committed their great 

\e | Tranſgreſſions. IR 

<3 2. Ic is the preeteſt kind 

th of Hardneſs, and hence they Jer.s.3; 
»m | are ſaid to be Harder than a 


I 3 Rock, 


174 
Zac, 7:13.  Rock:,. , or:than an: Adamant, A 


Rom. 215. 


The'barren Fig-tree: }- 


that'1s, harder 'thau Flizk 7 3 P 
So hard :that- nothing can | Lor 
enter, ctri 

3. Itisan Hardneſs given - Go 
in: much anger, and that. to. bol 


Heb, 6:6: : bind the Soul up 1n an im- of 


Job 9.4, 


poſibility of Repentance, | ſets 

4. Ic18an Hardneſrthere- —_y 
fore which is incurable, of- ſta, 
which a man muſt die and he: 
be damned. . Barren Pro-..| *< 


feſſer, bearken to this” Ga 
ſon 
A Fourth Srgn, ab 


' Foarthly, Another Sign | Fo 


that \ach a Profeſlor is quire þ 
paſt Grace, is when he for- | 52 
tifies his- hard heart againſt | **. 


© 5.12,13 the Fenour of - God's Word. ar 


| Mg ot the Spirit agaivſt 


This 18: called hardening. m 
themſelves agmnſt God, anl. 


hins. 


. 


Tbe barren Figq-tree: - 


| bim- As$thus, When after 
'a Profefſion of Faith 'in the 


Lord Jeſus, and: of the Do- 


| Etrine that- 18 according to - 


Godlineſs,- they ſhall em-. 


bolden themſelves in courſes - 


of Sin, by promiſing. them- 


ſelves that they ſhall have © 
® Life and Satvation yotwit h= 
ſtanding; Barren P rof, eſſor, 5 


hearken LO this, . This man Deut, 29: " 
is called, A root that beareth 15). 


Gall aud Wormwood, or a poj= 


ſonfwl herb, ſuch an oneas is 
abominated of God z yea 
the abhorred of his Soul. 


have peace, though I walk in 
the imaginati on, or ſtubbore 


neſs of my heart, to adde- 


drunkenneſs to thirft;an opi- 
nion flac againſt the whole 


Word of God, yea agaiuſt | 
| - thevery nature of God him«- 


I 4 - Jt; 


| For this man ſaith, / ſhall xgy, 


. 20. 


 Deut,19, 


The barren Fig tree; 


ſelf, | Wherefore he adds: 5 . 


that , Then the anger of the” 


_ -Lord, and his jealenſfie ſhall 


{mock againſt that man, and 
all the Curſes that are written 
in God's Book ſhall lie upon 
him, and God fhall blot out 
his name from under Hia. 
Vere 

Yea, that man ſhall not 
fail to be cfteCtually deftroy- 
ed, faith the Text, The 
Lord ſhall ſeparate fas man 
unto evil, out of all the Tribes. 
of Iirac], according ro all the 
Curſes of the Covenart. 

He ſhall ſeparate him unto. 
evil, He thall give him up, 


he ſhall leave him to his 


hearr, he ſhall ſeparate him 


to that, or thoſe that will 


aſſuredly be roo hard for 
him. 
Now this judgment-s 


much | 


2 at iv i FR od 


The barren Fig-tree. 


.. much efteted, when God 


hath given a man up unto 


Satan, and hath given Sater 
leave, without fail, to com- 
pleat his deſtruction, I ſay, 
When God bath given Satan 
leave effeAually.to compleat his 


deſtruttiou : For all that are 


delivered up unto-Satan, have 


not, nor do not ccme to this . 


177 


enJ, But that 1s the man, 


whom God ſhall ſeparate to- 
evil, and ſhall /eave in the. 
hands of Satay, to compleat, . 


withour fail, his. deſtruRi-. 


OM -.* X 


Thus he ſerved Ahab, a.. 


man, That ſold. himſelf to 


work wickedneſs un the fight * 


Kin. 23,:. - i ( 


of the Lord. And the Lord *** - 


ſasd,Who ſhall perſmade Abab, 


that be may go up, and fall at- 
Ramoth-Gilead »: And ove. - 
(ard on this manner, and an-- 

Is, aber; 


| 1Kin, 22, 
| 20,21,27, 


The barren Fig'tree. 


_ other. ſaid on that manner + + 
And there came forth a Spirit, 


and ſiomd before the Lord, and 
ſaid, I will perſwade him. 
Axd the Lord ſaid nnto bim, 


wherewith 2. And he ſaid, 1 
will go forth, and be a ling. 
 Spiri1 inthe month of all bes. 

Prophets. And he ſaid, Thom. 


ſhalt perſwade bin, ayd pres 


wail alſo,” go forthand do ſo. _ 
'Thou Ga perſwade him 

and prevarl,” do thy will, I : 
lkave him in thy hand, 'Go .- 


forth, and'do. ſo. - 


Wherefore in theſe Judg» -. 
ments, the Lord doch much 
. concern, himſelf for the: ma- -. 
-- -nagement thereof, becauſe of - 
the Provocation; wherewith -. 
they. have provoked | him... 
This is 'the man, , whoſe rnine - 


Gol. comriveth, and briigeth 


t0,paſs by bis oren comrivanies | 


The barren Fig-tree. 19 | 
| 7 will chuſetheir deluſions for Iſa.66.4* 
h them, 1 will bring their fears - 
| #pon them. I will chuſe their 
Demices, or the Wicked= - 
neſſes that their hearts are 


| contriving -of; ' Ty eyen 'I, 
bb, will cauſe them to be accep- , 3: 
oz: ted of, and delightful to Ty 
py them. ; Bur who are they 


that muſt thus be ſeared 7 
Why,thoſe among Profeſſors, 
that' have choſen their own- 
wares, thoſe whoſe. Soul de- 
lighterh } 1 their Abommati- 
078. 

- Beeauſe they" recerved no; 
the love of the Truth, that Wl 
they might be ſaved; for the - "Wt 
Canſe. God ſhall ſend them ||| 
ftrong Delaſions, . that they 
ſhots bets va Ly, that they 
ul might be damned, mhobe- 
Itvet not- the Tra, my fn 'F 

leaſnre in-lnrighteonſneſs. 
? hs les. Ged-: 


WW, 
n co G 


bY FI 9 ma LY 


| w—_ Bum” Io. 2. 


| 


18 


#, 


|| 2 The. 5. 
W 10,112. 


Abe barren Fig-tree:; 


God ſhall ſend them, It is. . 
God.” 


a. great word; Yea, 
ſhall ſend them ſtrong Del... 
ſons 3 Delufions that ſhall 
do, that.-ſhall: make them 
believe a Lye, Why ſo? 
That they all might be dam: 
ved, every one of them, who. 
believe. not the Truth, but. 
had pleaſure 39. Unri gbreonſ: 


nefs. 


There is. nothing. more 
provoking tothe Lord, than.. 


for a-man to. promiſe, when 
God threatneth ; for a man 


to. be. light. of conceit,. that- 


he.(hall .be.ſafez .and.yet.cq 


-.be more wicked than in fors 


mer daies.:- This mans Soul 
abhorrech the Truth-of God, 
no marvel therefore if God's 


Soul: abhorrech. him ;,.. he 
hath invented a way contrary. b.” 
9 "09, to, brigg about bs. 
bun. 


| own Salvation, no marvel, 
. therefore, if God invent a: 'Jer. 


- wo llils. 4064 wo Bio et Bt 
Ki þ th 


Tye barren Fig-tree 5 | | 


way to bring about this mans 35 279d. 
Damnation: And ſeeing that: 

theſe rebels areat this point; 

We ſhall have peacez God 

will ſee whoſe word ſhall. 

Rand, His or theirs, 


Fifibly, Another -S;gn-of 
a-man being paſt Grace, 1s, 
When he ſhall ac thi,ſcofl, 
and inwardly. grin, and free 
againſt the Lord, ſecretly. 
purpoling.. to-, continu his- 
courſe, and put all to the 
venture, deſpiſing tae Meſ- 
ſengers of the Lord, He that 

deſpiſed Molgs's Law, died \jþ 
without Meney, of how; much Heb, 10, |\{| 
A hd he ſuppoſe. 3ez *3: Wil | 
thought _— W.1 | 


who., 


| 182 The barren Fig-tree, 
'.. who: bath troden under fott . 


= 
IX _ . 


the: Son of God, &c, 
| Wherefore, againſt theſe 
Deſpiſers God hath ſet bim- 


| [dlf, and toretold, rhatthey 
2. ſhall nor believe bur periſh. 


Bthold ye Deſpiſers, and won- 
der, and periſh, for 1 work. 


a work 1 your days, which 


' ye ſhall-ta no wiſe - believe, 
though a man declare it unto - 


your 


Hfter that then ſhalt cnt it 


th «AdWwn, ; 


, 14 6,428 $ 
23934331 y PW 3. 


:. Thus far wethave' treated 


of /the Barren Fig-tree, Or 


_ fraidefs-Profeffor, with ſome 
$i9ns rd kaow him by;whiere- 
20:15 addell alſo fome*Sighrs - 

i: of one's veitheb. will'or - 

_ += cay31þy,any mens be fries | 

| ful, 'W they: wuls \ m1ſerubly Th 


periſh - 


V 


IF. & PS > 


The barren Fig-tree. - 


| periſh, Now being come to. 
the time of Execntion, I ſhall 
ſpeaic a word to that allo, .. 
eAfter that thou ſhalt cat 16 © 
down, Chriſt at laſt turns 
the Barres Fig-tres.over to | 


the Juſtice of God, ſhakes 
his hands of him, And pives 


him up to the oe hrs a 


prof ablineſs. 
Thow ſhalt cut: ir "OY : 


Two things are-bereto - 


be _ ered. 


T - The Enecutioner;s bus, 
the great, the dreadful: the 


eternal God. Theſe words - 


therefore, ,as T have. already 
faid, -fignifie that Chnſt che 


Mediator. chrough-whom +: 


alone- Salvation cornes,-- and 
by whom: alone .Execurion 


wy 


hath : 


my 
- 


m7 
o 
Y 


Jp EC Ss. To » 
$ , ya 
b 


as. Dp 
yy Bo + 
G x 
L 30.4 bad 
: AY 3 


» 


+ hath been deferred, Now..- 
giveth up the Sonl, toxbears. 
to ſpeak one Syllable. more. 


The barren Fiq-tree; © 


for him, or to do the leaſt 


Act of Grace further, to try. 


for his- recovery; but deli- 


vereth him up to that fear. 
tul Diſpenſation, To fall 1nto- 


Heb-19-31 ;hg hard-of the living God, 


/ 


2, The Second to be con. 
fidered, 13, The- 1nſtrument 
by which this Execation. us 
done, and that is Death, come 
pared :here;to an. Ax, and 
foraſmnch-as the Tree 15 not 


* fellen at one Blow, there= 


fore.the krokes are here con- 
tinued, till all the blows be 
ſtruck at it, that are requi= 


* fite for its fellivg:z . For now 


cuttrig time, and cutting. 


work-15: come,” eutting mult 


be-his,porrion, till he! be cut 


down. After that thou:ſhalt 
at Cul, 


| Cyr it down, Death, I ſay, 


The-barren Fig-tree; 85 |} 


15 the Ax, which God often. 
uſeth, therewith to take the. 
Barren Fig-tree out of the 
Vineyard, out of a Profeſſi- 

on, ard alſo ont of the world 

at once, But this Ax 1s now. 
new=-ground, it cometh well. 

edged to the roots of this 
Burren Fig-tree, Tt hath: 

been whetted by, Sin, -by. 

the Law, and by a formal[Rom5: 
Profeſſion , and therefore. 
muſt, and will make deep-- 
gaſhes, not only in the na- 

tural life, but in. the _Hearr,. 

and — alfo of this 
Profeſlor, The wages of Sm ,. 
# Diath, the fling of Et SF Th [i 
i Sin. Wheretore Death lf 
comes not to this'man 8s. he: 
doth to Saints, muzzled; or 
without his Sting, but with. 
open mouth, in all his 

] firength, 


; 286 * . The barren Fig: tree. 


w_l bring bin to the Krug of 
hrakal 


it 
[ 
i 
|| 
f | 

| this. mans dying. 


If, 
| r0and his.Bed, tozether with 


Prov. 522.” 
2. :Nowſoms. terrible diſ- 
covery -of God is made out 


Conſcience, God ſhallcaft up- 
7 etiennd 0nhiw, and not ſpare, and. 


ſtrength ;. yea, he ſends bis - 
Ferſt- barks; which 1s guilt," to. * 
| Job 18.13, devour his trength, and to: 


But to give. you, in a ſew - 
Particalars, themanner of | 


I. Now he hath his fruit- - 
Fruits beleagure him: 


I the bends and legrons of - 
Ki other wickedneſs, Hs. - 

own Inquites ſhall take the © 
wicked himſelf,and be ſhall be - 
halden in the cords of hus ſins, . 


unto-him, to the perplexing 
and cerriſying of his guilcy. - 


be - 


'O OO hh kw © 


he. ſhall be afraid of that. 


3. The dark Entry heis 
to go through, will be a ſore 
amazement to htm 3 For fear 
ſhall be in the way, yea ter- 
rors will take hold on him, 
when he ſhall fee the yawning - 
gg of Death to gape upon 

im, and the Doors of the 


Shadow of Death open, to J9Þ 3817+ | 


give him:-paſſage 'out. of. the 
Weoert3, Now who wall” 


meet me in this dark entry, 
" how ſhall I paſs through this - 


dark Entry into another : 
world, | 


4. For by reaſon of guilt, 
and. a ſhaking Conſcience, 


Hs life wil bong conting. Devt.23. |I0} 


al doubt before him, and be ***7* 

ſhall ve afraid day and might, . 
and (hall have no-afſurance - 

of his: life. . 5 
5. Now 


« wo. 
"al Ro 
> 

A 


Thee barren-Fig-tree. 63> \F| 


Eccl 12.5 | 


f Cl *, . as 4 
2 Ao ro Pons rs; OE ot wer Eons APTN, 7. re 
- 
-* _ _— w_ No _— 


| £89 The barren Fig-tree: 


| " Dan. 5+ 27. 


5. Now alfo Want will 
come up againſt him, he: 
will come up /ike an armed. 
max. This is a terrible Are 
my to him that is graceleſs 
in heart, and fruitfefs in. 
life, This Waxt will conti- 
nually cry in thine ears, 
here 1s a New-birth wanting, 
a »ew Heart, and a ev. 
Spirit wanting; here is Faith 
wanting, here 1s Love and. 
Repentance wanting; here: 
15 the Fear of God wanting 3. 
and a food Converſation 
wanting; Thou art werghrd 
in the balance, and art fonnd 
wanting. 

6. Together wich theſe, 
Nandeth by the companions of 
Death; Death and- Hell; 
Death and Devils ,. Deathr 
and endleſs Torment in the. 
everlaſting flames of deyour- 

IS... © 


— = 


. 
F Pd _ 
. 
w 


The tarren Fig-tif. a8 | 
ing Fire. When God ſhall Hab:3.16: || 
Come up unto the -prople, che © WI 
will invade them with bis 

troops, 

But how will this man x, 22.14, 
dic > Can vow his heart en 
| dure, or can his bands be 2 
» firong. . | 4 
x. God, and Chriſt, and 

Pity bave left him +: Sina= . 
gainſt Light, againſt Mercy, 
and the Long-ſuffering of 
_ God, Is come up againſt him; 
| his Hope and Confidence 
now lie a dying by bim, and 
his Conſcience totters and 
fhakes continually within 
him, SL 
2, Death is at his work, 
Cutting of hm down, bewin 
both bark and heart, . both 
Body and Soul aſunder ; 
The min groans, but Death 
| 'hears him not; He looks 


— 


The varren n Fi ig- tre, - 
"pt, carefully, dej echad | 


; he fighs, he fears, be * 


"ds but Death*matrers 
nothing. 


3. Fearful Cogitations 


haunt him, miſgivings,dire- -Þ 


ful apprehenſions of God Þ 


terrific him. Now *he hath i © 
time to think what the Joſs Þ + 
of Heaven will be, and what {Þþ - 


the torments of Hell will be ; Þ ; 


now he looks no way, but he Þ--- 


15 frighted. [Bp 

4. Now would he live, 'F 
but may not 3 he would live, } 
though it were but the. life - 
of a Bed-r1d man, but mul. 
not. He that cuts him down, | 
 Twaies, him, as the Feller of 
wood , ſwaies the tottering | 
tree ; now this way, then Þ 


that,. at laſt a root-breakss Þ _ 


an heart-tring, an eye-fring. 
ſoaps alunder. ' 3h 
5. And 1 


1 Ti theirchoughe and reach, go- 


kteck be ntl 


1 | + We For how (28 
F Week. I It ſelf; bur 


"nor; be. 
Tao purtoa Wk 


BS ſraie : 'ftay-in” the 
|. Body ir may.tiof, go.out -of 
| the Body ic dares not, 


$s going, the Blogd* ſettles 3 n 


4 | the Fleſh; and che Lungs be- 


now no 'more” able to 


| draw breath through the No- © 


ftrils, at laſt out goes the 
weary trembling Soul, who 


4s immediatly ſeized by De- 


vils, who lay lurking in e- 
very hole in. the Chamber, 


| > for thatvery purpoſe : His 
© : > Friends take care of theBo- 
- dy,-wrap it up inthe Sheer 


or Coffin. the Soul | is out of 


10g 
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